British Labour gains in municipal polls 

LONDON (AP) — The Labour Party hailed its strong showing in 
municipal elections Friday as a national rejection of Conservative Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's right-wing third-term programme, including 
a shake up of the welfare system. “There’s a sea change in British politics 
— there’s a direct rejection of what the Tories are doing," Labour leader 
Neil Kinnock declared, surrounded by jubilant party workers. Labour 
overtook the Conservative vote -share. But with the Tories tightening their 
hold in the prosperous south, the two major parties captured control of 
seven councils each where no party previously had overall control. “Very 
encouraging, very encouraging. We got many counrib." Thatcher told 
reporters outside her 10 Downing St. office. The major loser was the 
centrist Social and Liberal Democratic Party, which lost support right and 
left to the two big parties as it paid (or the internal feuding which followed 
Thatcher's third successive victory last June. With results declared from 
all 211 local authorities contested in Thursday's day-long ballot. Labour 
had notched up net gains of 104 seats. 
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EEC -condemns Israeli incursion 

BONN (R) — The European Economic Community (EEC) condemned 
Friday Israel's latest armed drive into southern Lebanon and said Israel 
over-reacted to provocations. A statement, issued in Bonn in view of West 
Germany's current presidency of the 12-nation community, said "the L 
consider the Israeli military action in South Lebanon as a further viola non 
of Lebanese sovereignty and territorial integrity. They believe that even 
the incursion of individual hostile groups — that also cannot be accepted 
— does not justify such a military action.” The statement added: “The L 
regret the Israeli attack and are deeply moved oyer the related loss of 
human lives and destruction.” The statement said peace and security 
could only be maintained by halting hostilities in the Lebanon-Israel 
border area and by implementing U.N. Security Resolution 425, which 
calls for the withdrawal of Israeli forces from all Lebanese territory. “The 
international peace and international security must be restored by 
UNIFIL," it said, referring to the U.N. peacekeeping force in southern 
Lebanon. 


Price: Jordan 100 fits; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1-50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Iraqi leader sends 
message to Fafad 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s First 
Deputy Prime Minister Taha 
Yassin Ramadan left for Saudi 
Arabia Friday for talks on the 
Iran-fraq war and the Palestinian 
uprising in the Israeli-occupied 
territories. The Iraqi News Agen- 
cy said be would deliver a mes- 
sage to King Fahd from President 
Saddam Hussein on relations be- 
tween the two countries. Iraq 
praised Saudi Arabia's decision 
April 26 to cut diplomatic ties 
with Iran and urged other coun- 
tries to follow suit.' 

Turkey agrees to 
Iranian request 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey has 
accepted an Iranian request to 
look after Iran’s interests in Saudi 
Arabia following the break in 
diplomatic relations between 
Riyadh and Tehran, the Foreign 
Ministry said Friday. Turkey and 
Iran were awaiting approval from 
Saudi Arabia, which cut ties with 
Iran April 26, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Inal Batu told Reu- 
ters. Iran's request was relayed to 
Ankara Thursday and Turkey 
said it would accept, pending 
Saudi approval, he said. 

Glaspie In Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) — April Glaspie, 
head of the U.S. State Depart- 
ment's section for Lebanon, Syria 
and Jordan, Friday briefed Presi- 
dent Amin Gemayel on the out- 
come of her talks with European 
and Syrian officials on efforts to 
end the Lebanese crisis. Glaspie 
arrived from Damascus, her third 
stop on a tour which included the 
Vatican and Paris where she had 
held talks with officials on ways 
to bring about political reforms to 
reconcile Lebanon's warring fac- 
tions. She did not make any 
statements to the press after her 
one-hour talk with Gemayel. 


Peres due in 
U.S. May 11 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres will meet 
President Ronald Reagan and 
hold three separate rounds of 
talks" with Secretary of State 
George Shultz when he visits the 
United States this month, aides 
said Friday. Peres’ meetings with 
Shultz are expected to deal pri- 
marily with the future of the U.S. 
diplomat's Middle East peace in- 
itiative which Peres backs but 
which is opposed by Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir. Peres leaves 
Israel Sunday for a Socialist In- 
ternational gathering in Madrid, 
where he will also meet Spanish 
leaders, before flying to the U.S. 
May 11, returning here May 20. 

British soldier killed 
In Cyprus accident 

NICOSIA (R) — A British sol- 
dier was killed and 16 were in- 
jured during a live firing training 
exercise in Cyprus Friday, a Brit- 
ish bases spokesman said. The 
spokesman told Reuters an 81- 
mm mortar was involved in what 
he described as an accident but 
gave no other details. "What 
happened is the subject of an 
investigation which has already 
started," he said. One soldier 
from the second battalion of the 
Coldstream Guards was killed 
and 16 were injured, two serious- 
ly, during the exercise at Akamas 
in western Cyprus, the spokes- 
man said. 

British travel agents 
discuss Jerusalem 
gathering with PLO 

LONDON (AP) — The Associa- 
tion of British Travel Agents said 
Thursday it had discussions with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) about holding its 
annual convention in Jerusalem 
this fall. Convention manager Pe- 
ter Hale had “a private, off-the- 
record. unofficial meeting with a 
PLO diplomatic representative in 
London," said an association 
spokesman. Asked whether the 
association received any assur- 
ances regarding the safety of dele- 
gates attending the six-day con- 
vention beginning Oct. 30, the 
spokesman said: "This was not an 
official meeting. There is nothing 
to report from it. No further 
meetings are planned." 


Israel seeks to choke 
Palestinian businesses 


Friday prayers centre on historic Islamic battles 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Israeli troops Friday blocked all commerce 
in the occupied West Bank for a second day, 
shutting shops, dosing gas stations, halting 
public transit and even chasing away street 
vendors. 


T | The occupation authorities 

I QT* £1 I have been trying to force mer- 

chants to open and close on 
-I Israeli orders — not at the dic- 

P tates of leaders of the 21 -wee k- 

VJl vlv/I D old uprising — and troops have 

m threatened to weld shut shops 

/-v\r-y\v 1 1 C 1 tiiat don't reopen Sunday. 

CAl/UiulUIl Io the occupied Gaza Strip, 
IT Israeli troops shot and wounded 

A 1 three Palestinian protesters in 

nt l\ \\T Gaza City, Shifa hospital officials 
CAVA said. One of the victims was a 
TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 12-year-old boy. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sh amir Also Friday, an American- 
has ordered the expulsion of bom Jewish settler was arrested 
Palestinian-American activist in connection with fatal shooting 
Mubarak Awad in defiance of of a Palestinian shepherd and 


objections from the United Israel Radio said police would Puduc transport. 

States, Israel's closest ally. recommend charging the settler Businessman Saed Kenaan of 
An Israeli government state- with murder. Nablus said the army action was 

ment Friday accused Awad of The- settler fired on Judeh aimed at creating dissension be- 
active involvement in the 21- Abdullah Awad. 28, when he tween Palestinians and the under- 
week-old Palestinian uprising in allegedly refused to move— his ground leaders who order the 
the occupied West Bank and flock from fields adjacent to tfre (Continued on page 5) 

Gaza Strip. I _ 

The United States has given -w- T *• 

Awad an^^denied pubuc sup- Jordan denounces Israel s 

port, with Ambassador Thomas 

S S1SP luring 35 the desecration of holy places 

Israelis to leave him alone. 

Political sources said Pickering UNITED NATIONS (Petra) — for Islamic and Christian author- 
met Shamir Friday and it was Jordan has condemned Israel’s ities and died as example the 
likely that he~used the opportun- - annexation of Arab Jern&aletn and' destruction of roosejnes and 'char- 
ity to express American displea- the imposition of Israeli laws on dies in the occupied territories, 
sure at Awad’s arrest. the Holy Q’ty as a flagrant aggres- Salab affirmed in his letter that 


Shiloh settlement near Ramallab, 
reports said. 

Awad died on the spot and his 
companion was wounded. 

Settlers contended they opened 
fire in self-defence when the 
shepherds hurled stones at Shiloh 
Guards, but Palestinian sources 
said the shooting was unpro- 
voked. 

Awad’s death brought to at 
least 181 the number of Palesti- 
nians killed in the Palestinian 
uprising. 

Israeli troops Thursday forced 
shops closed throughout the West 
Bank for three days. In Jericho, 
the army shut down the West 
Bank's largest vegetable market 
and stores were ordered shut- 
tered in Nablus, Jenin, Tul- 
karem, Hebron and Bethlehem. 

In Nablus, troops erected 
roadblocks and prevented Arab 
taxis and buses from leaving the 
city to punish residents for adher- 
ing to a general strike Wednesday 
that closed shops and stopped afi 
public transport. 

Businessman Saed Kenaan of 
Nablus said the army action was 
aimed at creating dissension be- 
tween Palestinians and the under- 
ground leaders who order the 
(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan denounces Israel’s 
desecration of holy places 


sure at Awad’s arrest. 

• A U.S. embassy spokeswoman 
would neither confirm nor deny 
a protest by Pickering. 

Awad has been railed "the 
Palestinian Gandhi’’ for his cam- 
paign of non-violent resistance to 
Israeli occupation. He was 


sion on the rights and feelings of Jewish religious places were cons- 
Muslims and a contravention of idered sacred by Muslims based 
international law, namely the on the Islamic faith and teachings 
Hague Charter of 1907 and the and that any desecration of Jew- 


Geneva Convention of 1949. 
Jordan's permanent repre- 


ish or Christian holy places was 
also considered a desecration of 


sentative to the United Nations, Islamic holy places and an en- 


arrested overnight at his Arab Abdullah Salab, said the U.N. croachment on its faith. 


Jerusalem home, his wife Nancy General Assembly and Security 
said. Council had confirmed the file- occupation in 1967 of the West 

Two lawyers defending Awad gality and invalidity of Israeli Bank and Gaza, which include 
are petitioning the high court to measures annexing occupied several Islamic and Christian holy 
prevent the expulsion. A group of Jerusalem and changing its legal places, and the Zionist state’s 


He pointed out that Israel’s 


nationalists has asked the same 
court to proceed with his immedi- 
ate expulsion. 

The government statement said 
Awad’s activities "caused harm 
to the security of the state and to 
public order... he is one of the 
main contributors to the violent 
disturbances in (the West Bank) 
and Gaza." 

In a statement issued by his 
lawyer, Awad said the Israeli 
government, in acting against 
him, was "being dragged behind 
the hysterics of certain Israeli 
extremists..." 


status. 

In a letter he sent to the U.N. 


annexation of Arab Jerusalem, 
home of Haram A1 Sharif -and the 


Secretary General Javier Perez Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
de Guellar and adopted as an had deprived millions of Chris- 


official U.N. document, SaJah 
refuted Israeli accusations and 
allegations that Jordan was desec- 
rating Jewish tombs and holy 
places. 


tian Arabs and nearly one billion 
Muslims from visiting their holy 
places. 

Salah referred to the recent 
storming of A1 Aqsa Mosque by 


He charged that Israeli sol- Israeli soldiers who fired gas can- 
diers’ entry to Haram AJ Sharif nisters in the mosque while wor- 
and the AJ Aqsa Mosque repre- shipers were still inside. He 
seated a flagrant desecration of pointed out to an attack by Israeli 
holy places and a provocation of police on Jerusalem Mufti 
the' feelings of Muslims. He Saadeddin A1 Alami as another 
pointed to Israel’s total disregard example of Israeli barbarism. 


France to restore ties with 
Iran as part of hostage deal 


PARIS (Agencies) — Iran and 
France have agreed to restore 
diplomatic relations within 40 
days as part of a deal securing the 
release of three French hostages 
in Lebanon. French television 
said Friday. 

A Foreign Ministry declined to 
discuss how or when the govern- 
ment proposed to restore ties 


broken off last July, saying only: 
"It's obvious it won't be before 
Sunday’s (presidential) election.” 

Rightist Prime Minister Jac- 
ques Chirac, meeting hostages 
Jean-Paul Kauffmann, Marcel 
Carton and Marcel Fontaine as 
they arrived at a military airport 
Thursday, thanked Iran for its 
help and said it opened the way 
for restoring normal ties. 

The television report said the 
two governments would start a 
three-stage process to resume re- 
lations in the 40 days following 
Thursday's dramatic hostage re- 
turn. This would include ex- 
changing ambassadors, it said, 
but gave no details. 

Paris cut its ties with Tehran 
during a crisis over the refusal of 
an Iranian embassy official to 
testily before a French magistrate 
on his alleged involvement in a 
wave of bombings in the capital 
which killed 13 people. 

The official, Vahid Gordji, was 
finally allowed to leave in 
November, sparking accusations 
that France had agreed to let him 
go in order to promote the re- 


lease of hostages held by pro- 
Iranian groups in Lebanon. 

Senior security sources in 
Lebanon said Chirac had won 
theiT release by paying the kid- 
nappers a 1 0-million franc ($1.8- 
jnillion) ransom as well as 
agreeing to sell Tehran weapons 
and repaying part of on Iranian 
loan. 

Interior Minister Charles Pas- 
qua has denied the government 
paid a ransom but Chirac's press 
spokesman said Thursday France 
had repaid two-thirds dr the $1 
billion loan and was negotiating 
to pay back the! rest. 

The hostage release is expected 
to boost Chirac's candidacy in 
Sunday's second election round, 
in which he will stand against 
Socialist President Francois Mit- 
terrand. 

Diplomats Marcel Carton, 62, 
Marcel Fontaine. 45. and maga- 
zine reporter Jean-Paul Kauff- 
mann. 44. arrived at the military 
airport of Villacoublay outside 
Paris Thursday in a white govern- 
ment jet after a stop on the 
French Mediterranean island of 
Corsica. 

In Bonn, a West German gov- 
ernment source told Rculcrs 
France had told its allies that it 
only repaid the old loan to Tehran 
in exchange tor the freeing Of the 
three hostages and did not pay a 
ransom or agree !0 sell Tehran 
weapons. 

The source said French Foreign 


Minister Jean-Beroard Raimond 
briefed British, U.S., West Ger- 
mar Italian and Irish ambassa- 
dors Thursday in Paris on the 
background to the three French- 
men’s release. 

The three were set free in 
Beirut Wednesday evening after 
more than three years as prison- 
ers in Lebanon but France's 
Western allies have, expressed 
fears that Paris did a questionable 
deal with the kidnappers. 

"It was obviously a deal but I 
don't want to comment on 
whether it was done in line with 
the Western position that hos- 
tages should he released wjrhour 
conditions,” the source said. 

Raimond told the envoys 
France had neither paid a ransom 
nor agreed to sell arms to Iran, he 
added. 

Lebanese sources in Beirut 
with close links to Iranian mili- 
tants said that France agreed to 
sell Iran tank shells, anti-tank 
rockets, ammunition and spare 
parts for navy and radar. 

The U.S. and British govern- 
ments. which both have nationals 
held in Lebanon, pointedly said 
Thursday-that they opposed any 
deals with kidnappers. 

Chirac, in a brief address 
Thursday, thanked Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad and 
Lebanese military authorities for 
their help in gaining freedom for 
the hostages. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein performed Friday 
prayers at Al Fayhaa Mosque in 

Amman . 

The King, along with the wor- 
shipers listened to a sermon 
which centred on the Battle of 
Bader (between Muslims and 
Quraish tribes) and the conquest 
of Mecca and the lessons that 
Should be learnt from these two 
historical events. The sermon 
also outlined the honourable 
stands of the Prophet Moham- 
mad’s companions during the bat- 
tle and the conquest of Mecca 
and their call for Jihad. 

The preacher who delivered 
the sermon praised Jordan's firm 
and supportive stands towards 
Arab citizens In their uprising in 
the occupied territories against 
Israeli occupation and arbitrary 
practices. 

The preacher also hailed Jor- 
dan's support of Iraq in its just 
war against Iranian aggression 



His Majesty King Hussein, along with His Royal Friday prayers 
Highness Prince Faisal and senior officials, attends (Petra photo) 


and stressed the need for the 
unity and cohesion to confront 
challenges and to liberate Jeru- 
salem and the, occupied terri- 
tories. 

Attending the prayer with the 
King were His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Ibn Al Hussein, 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, Chief 


Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ibn 
Zaid, Armed Forces Comman- 
der-In-Chief Field Marshal Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker and a number of 
ministers and senior officials. 

Commitment reaffirmed 

The King, in remarks made at 
an iftar he hosted for dignitaries, 


at Al Fayhaa Mosque in Amman 

notabies and officials in Mafrao 
Govemorate Wednesday, said 
he, as a Hashemite, nor any 
member of his family would ever 
encroach upon a centuries-old 
document issued by a religious 
leader or compromise any inch of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Queen opens Jordanian exhibition in Austria 


VIENNA (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Thursday inaugu- 
rated a major exhibition of Jorda- 
nian antiquities and historical art 
in the dramatic setting of 16th 
century Schallaburg Castle near 
Vienna. 

Noting the impressive continui- 
ty in human sentiment and be- 
haviour portrayed in many of the 
artifacts in the exhibition entitled 
“The Kings’ Way: 9,000 Years of 
Art and Culture in Jordan," the 
Queen told the distinguished au- 
dience of officials, art enthusiasts 
and invited guests: 

“Keep in mind, as we do, that 
these are not only inanimate ob- 
jects from dvfiisatibris that died 
out centuries ago. They are, 
rather, silent yet enduring mes- 
sages from our ancestors — re- 
minders that In the eternal strug- 
gle between darkness and light, 
war and peace, and liberty and 
tyranny, victory has always gone 
to those who had the vision and 

Khalaf 


praises 

Jordan’s 

position 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Salah 
Khalaf, a senior member of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and the Central Com- 
mittee of the mainstream Fateh 
movement, has praised Jordan's 
stand vis-a-vis the Palestinian 
problem and described the King- 
dom's position as clear and reas- 
suring. 

Kuwait’s Al Anbaa daily 
quoted Khalaf as saying that the 
six-point memorandum which His 
Majesty King Hussein gave to 
U.S. Secretary George Shultz 
outlining the fundamental princi- 
ples of Jordan’s position on the 
Palestinian problem "gives com- 
fort to all, particularly in relation 
to Palestinian representation and 
the right of the Palestinians to 
self-determination.’’ 

Khalaf added that the six 
points recognised that the PLO 
should take part in the interna- 
tional conference in an indepen- 
dent delegation or in whatever 
form it deems fit and referred to 
the right of the Palestinians to 
self-determination. 

“Our relations with Jordan are 
good and nothing new has taken 
place and meetings and consulta- 
tions between the Palestinian 
and Jordanian sides are under- 
way,” Khalaf said. 

“We don’t have any reserva- 
tions over open relations with 
Jordan," he added. 

Khalaf said that a future 
Palestinian state, after its crea- 
tion, would be linked in a confed- 
eration with Jordan. This was 
unanimously agreed upon at the 
Palestine National Council’s 
meeting in Algeria, he noted. 

Khalafs remarks to Al Anbaa 
was carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
was quoted Friday as saying by 
the Beirut-based Al Nahar Arab 
and International Magazine as 
saying the Middle East peace 
mission of Shultz was aimed at 
crushing the Palestinian uprising 
in the occupied territories. 


the fortitude to base their 
societies on principles of moral- 
ity, equity and faith.” 

The exhibition of 400 pieces 
from Jordan is the finest collec- 
tion of Jordanian antiquities ever 
assembled for international dis- 
play. Tens of thousands of visi- 
tors have already seen the exhibi- 
tion in Paris (1986) and Cologne 
(1987/1988) and it is scheduled to 
tour Japan and North America 
for the next several years. It is the 
second consecutive major display 
of Jordanian antiquities at Schal- 
labuig Castle, which last year 
hosted the successful show of 
Byzantine mosaics from Jordan , 
which hasbeeh touring Europe 
for the past 18 months. 

The Queen noted that Jordan 
and Austria had responded simi- 
larly to their different national 
challenges, opportunities and 
constraints. She said: “Our his- 
torical experiences and our com- 
mitment to morality in national 
action have seen both Austria 
and Jordan emerge in recent 
years as regional and internation- 
al centres of meetings, dialogues 
and consultations... both firmly 
committed to the power of dyna- 


mic moderation and to the cen- 
trality of the principles of justice, 
reconciliation and mercy.” 

In his remarks. Lower Austrian 
Parliament President Franz 
Romedersaid that. Her Majesty's 
visit to Schallaburg was a special 
occasion for the people of Lower 
Austria, as it was the first time a 
queen visits the castle in 750 
years. 

Lower Austria Governor Sieg- 
fried Ludwig also welcomed Her 
Majesty, adding that the ties be- 
tween Jordan and Lower Austria 
were no less than 2.000 years old, 
for the archaeology park of Car- 
nuntum, the capital of the ancient 
Roman province of Pannonia east 
of Vienna, contains the tomb of a 
Nabatean dating back to the first 
century A.D. In the tomb lies a 
man bearing the Latin name Pro- 
culus, meaning that he came from 
Philadelphia. 

After the brief opening cere- 
mony, the governor of Lower 
Austria accompanied the Queen 
on a tour of the exhibition, which 
includes a display of photos and 
posters entitled "Jordan Today." 
This display illustrates develop- 
ment in recent years, historical 



HM Queen Noor 

and archaeological sites to visit, 
and facilities available for tour- 
ists. 

Soon after her arrival in Vien- 
na Wednesday evening, the 
Queen attended a dinner hosted 
in her honour by Austrian Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Kurt Waldheim. 

The Queen was visiting Friday 
the Biedermeier und Vormarz 
exhibit depicting Viennese lifes- 
tyle and culture in the 18th Cen- 
tura. 


Israelis leave behind 
devastation in Lebanon 


MAIDOUN, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Resistance fighters dug 
with their hands through the rub- 
ble of the devastated village of 
Maidotm Friday for comrades kil- 
led in a 48-hour thrust by Israel 
into southeast Lebanon. 

Maidoun, perched on a hiU 
surrounded by pine trees, and its 
100 houses lay in ruins. Its 
streets, flooded by burst water 
tanks, were choked with piles of 
bricks, severed electricity cables, 
shrapnel, empty cartridges anil 
shell casings. 

Dozens of fighters, mainly 
from the pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God), picked through 
the debris in search of fighters 
killed in battles with Israeli 
troops and Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) mili- 
tiamen. 

An Israeli-SLA force captured 
Maidoun, eight kilometres out- 
side an Israeli-declared "security 
zone” in southern Lebanon, after 
a day of fighting with resistance 
forces Wednesday. 

The SLA withdrew overnight, 
leaving school copy books and 
broken chairs scattered in the 
narrow streets. A Hizbollah offi- 
cial accused the SLA of looting 
the village. 

Maidoun’s houses were level- 
led by the shelling and by bull- 
dozers used by the SLA to com- 
plete the job- Israel said Hizbol- 
lah used the village as a garrison 
after expelling the villagers. 

Many marble gravestones in 
the cemetery were smashed in the 
bombardment while others were 
razed hy bulldozers. 

Israel said late Wednesday it 
had ended a 48-bour incursion 
into Lebanon in search of Palesti- 
nian and Lebanese resistance 
fighters. 

. In Israel, government sources 
said a row had erupted in the 
cabinet who authorised the army 
strike, which involved the des- 
truction of Maidoun and the six- 
hour battle close to Syrian army- 
lines, - • 


Casualties 

Israel said at least 40 resistance 
fighters and three Israeli soldiers 
were killed in the thrust to Mai- 
doun. which followed increasing 
cross-border raids into Israel by 
commandos based in the area. 

Hizbollah said at least 20 of its 
men and 35 Israelis were killed. 

The United Nations Security- 
Council was to discuss a Friday 
formal Lebanese request to con- 
sider the Israeli incursion. 

In the ruins of one house in 
Maidoun, Hizbollah militiamen 
dug with their bure hands for (he 
body of a fighter buried under 
debris. They said three of their 
comrades were still missing. 

Hizbollah buried II of its fight- 
ers Friday after about 3.000 peo- 
ple marched in a funeral proces- 
sion through the nearby village of 
Mashghara. 

“Death to Israel, death to 
America." chanted the crowd of 
Hizhollah fighters, clergymen, 
women and elderly villagers as 
the coffins were carried through 
Mashghara draped in Iranian 
flags. 

KUbi urges U.N. 
condemnation 

In Tunis, the head of the Arab 
ucague called on the U.N, Security 
Council to take firm measures to 
stop Israeli military strikes into 
Lebanon. 

Secretary General Chadli Klihi 
said the 15-mcmbcr Security 
Council had already debated a 
series of strikes inro Lebanon by 
Israel, which invaded its northern 
neighbour in 19X2. 

“But this time we expect the 
international organisation not to 
confine itself to adding another 
decision to a list of others which 
have had no effect, hut to lake ail 
energetic measures necessary to 
bring a definitive end to Israeli 
aggression against this country.” 
Klthi siid. 

But he questioned whether ibc 
.permanent members uf the. 


Security Council, particularly the 
United States, would recognise 
the necessity for action. 

The United States said Thurs- 
day it deplored the violence 
which followed the Israeli raid 
into South Lebanon, but it stop- 
ped short of criticising Israel for 
its actions. 

The State Department said the 
cross-border violence was a set- 
back for regional stability. 

"This incident is the most re- 
cent in a long series involving 
cross-border violence." State De- 
partment spokesman Charles 
Redman said, referring to the 
Israeli incursion. 

"These incidents, and the re- 
sulting deaths and damage in- 
flicted over more than a decade 
upon the inhabitants of both 
southern Lebanon and northern 
Israel, are tragic and inevitably 
set back prospects for achieving 
security and stability in the area," 
Redman said. 

Martens asked to 
form new government 

BRUSSELS (AP) — King 
Raudnuin Friday asked outgoing 
Prime Minister Wiifried Martens 
to form a new centre-left coali- 
tion government to help ease the 
nation's linguistic squabbles and 
economic problems. The next 
government's key task will be to 
implement constitutional reforms 
tn make this nation of 5.5 million 
Dutch and 4.5 million French- 
speakers a federated state with 
more autonomy for its diverse 
regions. Other difficulties facing 
the nation include linguistic prob- 
lems that have caused numerous 
political crises, and a jobless rate 
that is one of the highest in the 
European Economic Commun- 
ity. It was expected that Martens 
would head the five-party 
alliance, which is comprised of 
Christian Democrats and Social- 
ist^ each split into Dutch-' and 
French-speaking camps, and the 
Flemish Nationalist V'olksuuie. 









fib. 


National News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY MAY 7, i! 



A carved ivory box excavated at Pella, dating from the Late Brooze Age, around 1500-1200 BC. 

Queen Noor opens a Jordanian art and 
archaeology exhibition in Austria 

Silent, enduring messages 
from our ancestors 


The following remarks were delivered by Her Majesty Queen Noor 
on the occasion of the opening of “ The Kings’ Way: 9.000 years of art 
and culture in Jordan *' exhibition on May 5, 1988. in Vienna . 
Austria: 


I AM delighted to be here in this 
most impressive setting of Schal- 
laburg Castle.whose artistic and 
architectural' litetit'and historical 
associations make it a most 
appropriate venue for the exhibi- 
tion of Jordanian antiquities we 


inaugurate here today. This ex- 
hibition. “The Kings’ Way: 9,000 
years of Art and Culture in Jor- 
dan," is the finest collection of 
our antiquities ever to tour out- 
side the courier)'. It is also a 
particularly enjoyable way for us 
to share an aspect of our common 
cultural heritage that is relevant 
both to the past and to the future. 

Over the past nine millennia, 
humankind has made the extraor- 
dinary journey from small, iso- 
lated groups of nomadic hunter- 
gatherers to today's complex indus- 
trialised societies. The initial 
stages of that journey originated 
in the Middle East — a region 
which spawned and nurtured 


many of die world's first agri- 
cultural and livestocldng villages, 
walled towns, organised city- 
states and empires, 'and which 
inspired the development of art, 
language, science, law and reli- 
gion. 

We see an impressive continui- 
ty of human development in the 
artifacts on display here today. 
Whether we examine the works 
of artists, the tools of farmers, the 
implements of industrial workers^ 
the weapons of warriors, the' 
utensils of homemakers or the 
ceremonial objects of organised 
cult or private worship, we are 
both startled, and humbled, by 
the consistency of human dyna- 
mics during the past 9,000 years. 

For thousands of years, some 
efficient ceramic pot forms re- 
mained virtually unchanged, peo- 
ple modelled small clay statues or 
figurines to pay homage to their 
gods, artisans manufactured deli- 


cate stone, wood, bone or metal 
instruments for use in industrial 
and commercial processes, and 
fbe joy and toil of the human 
condition were expressed in the 
many different art forms which 
people have developed since they 
first expressed feelings and emo- 
tions to one another, and.tc their 
Creator. 

Such continuity is still part of 
our daily life in Jordan today, as 
many of you may appreciate 
should you have the opportunity 
to visit our country. The names of 
'many of our cities, villages, 
mountains and rivers can be 
traced back thousands of years, 
to the early Islamic, Classical and 
biblical periods. Even our capital 
city — Amman — retains the 
name of the ancient Ammonite 
capital. Rabbat-* Ammon, which 
flourished on the same spot in the 
Iron Age, 3,000 years ago. Our 
modem highways follow routes 
that were delineated through our 
land many thousands of years 
ago, based on principles of secur- 
ity, convenience and efficiency. 
The Kings' Highway, from Am- 


man to Petra and Aqaba, may be 
the single oldest continuously 
used communication route in the 
world; mentioned in the Genesis 
accounts of the Bible, it has been 
used virtually without interrup- 
tion for over 4,000 years as was 
die parallel desert highway to the 
east by travellers, traders, explor- 
ers, adventurers, camel caravans, 
armies, prophets, pharaohs, 
emperors and kings.. 

The tools, techniques and scale 
of human activity have changed 
dramatically since our ancestors 
first mastered fire, crafted stone 
and metal tools, domesticated 
animals, cultivated plants and 
recognised the social utility of 
sedentary, urban societies. Diesel 
trucks have replaced camels and 
horses. Microwave and satellite 
networks have replaced smoke 
and mirror signalling systems. 
Plastics have replaced ceramics. 
Concrete has replaced wood and 
mud-brick. 

Bat fundamental human 
motivation — whether of indi- 
viduals, families, societies or 
national communities — has re- 
mained remarkably consistent. 

We have culled several basic 
truths from the long history of 
our Land and people — .facts 
which you will also recognise in 
your own historical experience: 

— that peoples ana nations 
wage a recurring battle between 
the forces of order and chaos, 
conquest and coexistence, 
creativity and stagnation; 

— that societies are secure and 
bountiful when relations with 
neighbours are based on justice 
and respect; 

— that creativity in culture and 
the arts flourishes when the he- 
man instinct for peace, liberty 
and equal opportunity is satisfied; 

— and that destructive militar- 
ism and prejudice are unleashed 
When the aberrant forces of con- 
quest and subjugation are 
allowed to manifest themselves. 

When the land of Jdtdan was 
secure and well governed, and 
nature bountiful, communities • 
grew steadily; agriculture and in- 
dustry were productive; regional 
and international trade 
flourished ; and cultural creativity 
blossomed. But. when war dis- 
rupted the daily patterns of com- 
munity life and interrupted the 
flow of goods, of people and of 
ideas that travelled on the estab- 
lished international trade routes 
— or when harsh climatic condi- 
tions upset the delicate balance 
between ecology and economy, 
the communities of the land of 
Jordan contracted, dissipated 
and, in special cases, disappeared 
altogether. : 

Today, as in antiquity, the pro- 
pie of Jordan accept the reality 
that has relentlessly imposed it- 
self on us: That genuine security 
and stability, and human satisfac- 
tion, stem nom the application of 
justice, compassion and respect 
for the rights and aspirations of 
the individual; and that regional 
and international peace can only 
prevail when these same princi- 
ples govern relations among 
states. 

Austria and. Jordan may be 
societies with distinct and very 
different political and social ex- 
periences, but in our essential 
endeavours — in the personal 
and public actions tbat .truly 
matter — we have responded in 
similar ways to our different 
national challenges, opportuni- 


ties and constraints. 

We have both affirmed the 
vitality and creativity of our hu- 
man talent. We have: invested 
heavily in education and technical 
skills, and have sought- a clear 
balance between the dictates of 
economic production anc£ our 
people's needs for community 
and social services. Each in our 
own way, we have contributed to 
h umankin d's cumulative reposi- 
tory of art, music, philosophy, 
science and law. Our historical 
experiences and our commitment 
to morality in national action 
have seen both Austria and Jor- 
dan emerge in recent years as 
regional and international centres 
of meetings, dialogues and con- 
sultations. In our international 
dealings, we are both firmly com- 
mitted to the power of dynamic 
moderation, and to the centrality 
of the principles of justice, recon-, 
dliation and mercy. 

Our history and yours affirm 
that the art, knowledge, ethics' 
and faith of each generation are 
passed on to the next generation, 
to be re-assessed and refined be- 
fore being transmitted to follow- 
ing generations — in a long, 
continuous chain of human de- 
velopment. 

We also appredate a parallel 
lesson of history: That the indige- 
nous development of distinct dvi-» 
lisations, such as in China, the 
Indus Valley, Mesopotamia, the 
Fertile Crescent, Egypt and 
Europe, is enriched and pre- 
served by lateral linkages among 
them. 

Some of the most creative and 
productive periods in the antient 
history of Jordan occurred when 
we interacted with neighbours in 
the Near East, or with trading 
partners as far away as Europe, 
India or China. The Ammonite, 
Moabite, Edomite, Nabatean, 
Umayyad, Abbasid and Ayyubid/ 
Mam luke civilisations repre- 
sented periods of vigorous indige- 
nous development in Jordan. An 


essential component of them all 
was dynamic commercial, politic- 
al aiid cultural exchange with 
other cultures. The result is dis- 
played before us here today: Alt, 
ingenuity and technology that 
were, in their time, among the 
most advanced in the world. 

To be sure, international in- 
teraction was not always peaceful 
or benevolent. East and West 
often clashed during recurring 
episodes of economic control, 
territorial expansion and imperial 
conquest. Arab and Muslim 
armies reached the gates of Vien- 
na and the banks of the Danube; 
European and Christian forces 
breached the gates of Jerusalem 
and the Jordan River. 

The residual lesson of such 
conflict and coexistence has been 
to reaffirm our common prefer- 
ence for cooperation and mutual 
respect. 

— It is a lesson that Austria 
and Jordan seeks to apply today 
in the principles of their state- 
hood, the use and allocation of 
their national resources, and die 
conduct of their diplomacy. 

— It is a lesson that we both 
seek to honour in the conduct of 
our policymakers, to nurture in 
our children, and to pass on to 
our future generations. 

— It is a lesson that we recall 
every time we examine the rich 
legacy of those who passed this 
way before us. 

As you enjoy this exhibition of 
art and antiquities from the land 
of Jordan, keep in mind; as we 
do, that those are not only inani- 
mate objects from civilisations 
that died out centuries ago. They 
are, rather, silent yet enduring 
messages from our -ancestors — 
reminders that in the eternal- 
struggle between darkness and 
light, war and peace, and liberty 
and tyranny, victory has always 
gone to those who had the vision 
and the fortitude to base their 
societies on principles of moral- 
ity, equity and faith. - 



An anthropomorphic god block excavated at Petra, with a Nabataean 
inscription. The representation is thought to be rf the Nabataean 
goddess AI ‘Uzza, and dates from the early 1st Century AD. 



A h uman bnst excavated at Ain Ghazal (Amman), dating from the 
pre-pottery Neolithic period, around 6, 250 BC. 


Iron Age bronze incense burner from the 6th Century BC, excavated 
at a tomb In the U mm UUntina region of Amman. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 7731 1 1- IV 

PROGRAMME ONE 

14:88 Koran 

14:20 Programme review 

14:25 
15:05 
15:20 
15:45 
18:05 
16*5 
17:08 
17:30 
17:40 
18:30 
IfcOO 
19:30 
20:00 
20:30 
21:30 
22:09 


Cartoons 

Children s series 

Rclipous programme 

Ramadan puzzle 

Arabic play 

Cooking programme 

Religious senes 

Health and Fasting 

Arabic comedy 

Ramadan contest 

Religious programmes 

Varieties programme 

News in Arabic 

Arabic senes 

Puzzles from all o»cr the world 

Historical series 

23:00 News Summary in Arabic 

23:10 Arabic senes 

24:00 Arabic play 

01:05 Religious programme 

PROGRAMME TWO 
18:00 Lo chevalier de pardaillon 
(French scries l 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 Sports Bloopers 

19:30 News in Hebrew 

20 K)0 News rn Arabic 

20:30 Yc*. Prime Minister 

21:00 Man and Music 

22:00 News rn English 

22:20 Fealurc film: “Bcsi of Safe 
Crackers” 

RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. AM & 99 MHz. FM 
& partly on 95HI KHz. SW 
Tel 774111-19 


07:00 


Morning Show 


07 JO 
08:00 

Ncwsdcsk 

10:00 

ifcfl5 

11:00 

12:00 

12.-05 

Hitsvittc: The Story of Motown 


J3HW 


13:05 


14.-00 


14-JO 


15:00 


ItiriK) 


1645 

17:00 

.... InsinimemakCHd favourite 

17 JO 


18:00 


18.-05 


19-00 


20.-00 

20J0 

The Young Sound 


21:00 The Musical in Review 

22:00 ... Country Music 

23:00 Classical Concerts 

24:00 .... Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1323 KHz 

07:00 Ncwsdusk 07:30 Here's Humph' 
07:45 Reflections 07:50 Financial Newrs 
08:00 World News 08:09 24 Hours: 
News Summary 08 JO Personal View 
08:45 The World Todav 09KJO News- 
desk 09 -JO Meridian 10:00 World News 
10:04 2J Hours: News Summary 10 JO 
From the Weeklies 10:45 Network UK 
I1KMI World News I1KW Reflections 
11:15 A JolI> Good Show 12:00 World 
News 12KW British Press Review 12:15 
The World Today 12:30 Financial 
News followed hj Spoils Ruundup 
12:45 Personal View 13:00 News Sum- 
mary; Here's Humph 13:15 Lciler 
rrorfi America 13 JO People ami Poli- 
tics 14:00 World News 14.-09 News 
Ahoul Bmain 14:15 Big Bands — The 
Singers I4-J0 Meridian 15:00 Radio 
Newsreel 15:15 Muitiirack 3 15:45 
Sports Roundup 16:00 World News 
16:09 Twenty-Four Hours: News Sum- 
mary 16 JO Network UK 16:45 Sport - 
sworld 17:00 News Summary followed 
Sports world contd. 18:00 Radio News- 
reel 18:15 Sportsworld 19:00 World 
News 19:09 Commcntarv 19:15 Sport- 
swnrld 20:80 World Neat. 20:09 Brink 
Choice 20:15 The Ken Bruce Show 
29:45 Sports Round-up 21:00 Ncwv 
desk 21:30 Play of the Week: Musical 
Masters of the Baroque 22:00 News 
Summary followed by Play of ihc 
Week 23:00 World News 23:09 
Twenty-Fours: News Summary 23:30 
Meridian 24:00 News Summary fol- 
lowed by Squaring ihc Triangle 80:15 
The Seven Ages nf Man 00 JO People 
and Politics OlsOG World News 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW I2MI & SW 7200. 9565. 

11*40. 1 192$ and 13210 Hr 

87:00 News 07:10 VO A Morning 08:00 
News 08:10 VOA Morning 09:00 News 
09:10 VOA Morning 18.-00 News 18:10 
CJtwcup I8J0 Press Owfcrenc. USA 
19HM News 19:10 American View- 
points 19J0 Sp.-ti.il English News jt 
Features- 20:00 News 20:10 Weekend 
21:00 News 21:10 Ckncup 21:30 Spe- 
cial English News & Features 22:00 
Ncwv 22*10 American Viewpoints 
22i30 Pros Conference. USA 23:00 
News 23:10 Music. USA Jazz 23:55 
Etiiinri.il 23-55 Editorial 24:00 New* 
OHIO (.ommunicafiisiv World Of JO 
Weekend Magazine 


TODAY’S EVENTS pm. Closed on Friday. 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Plastic Art Festival by 30 Jordanian 
and Arab artists at Tower Building. 

* Permanent book exhibition, at Tow- 
er Building, Jahal Amman, 3rd Circle. 

* School exhibition, at Sukaina Bint 
AI Hussein School. Jahal Hussein. 

dr Painting exhibition by die Nazareth 
School students at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

* Shared an exhibition of works by 
children from 7 private schools in 
Amman at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

CONCERT 


ti- The French Cultural Centre presents 
the Paris-based AI Kindi troupe in a 
concert of traditional classical Arabic 
music at 8:30 p.m. at the Haya Arts 
Centre. 

VIDEO 


A "Hcimaf” ( German] at K:3C p.m. at 
the Goethe Institute. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre . Tel. 661U2(v7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe rnsiilutc 64199.1 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 6 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Havu Ar1> Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.WM.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Unh . o[ Jordan Library 84355? 

MUSEUMS 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum*' Fun and knowledge for all 
dfps plus n vtuU place urium at the 
Haya Arts Centre . Open all week 9:00 
a. and 3:311 p.m * 6:00 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to IStfa 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jahal AI Qal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lion Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
lions PbfladdpMa Club. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
Ihc Ammon Hofei, 7:30 p.m. 
P hBa d d p fa lu Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday ai the Holiday Inn, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Autoowbfle Club. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534, 
817534. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. TcL 624590. 

Church of the Aanundatioa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De fat Salk Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 

Ter r Mani a Church ( Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luwcibdeh, mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5:311 
p.m. Td: 622366 

Church of die Aim tradition (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdafi. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 6253K3. 
chaplains residence tel. 601359. 
Armenian Cathode Church Ashrafich, 
Td. 771331. 

Anudaui Orthodox Church Asbra- 
fieh. Tel 775261 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafich, Tel. 771751. 


a.m - l:(x> p_m. 


Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani, Td. 
677534. 

Evangeflcal Lutheran Charefa (Church 
of ihc Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Stnir 81 1295). 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


77us information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Oucen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (081 53200-5, when it 
should ahravs be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

07:30 Singapore . Kuala Lumpur (RJ ) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

10J0 Cairo (RJ) 

IOJ0 Kuwait (RJ) 

10 JO Damascus (RJ) 

10 J8 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

HfcSO Dhahran(RJ) 

10J5 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (RJ) 

17:45 Cairo (RJ) 

18:35 New York, Vienna (RJJ 

18:40 Athens (RJ) 

19:80 Miami, Vienna (RJ) 

IMS ... Copenhagen, Frankfurt. (RJ) 

20M Tripoli tRJ) 

01 JO ... Frankfurt. Aqaba (add.) (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

02:45 Belgrade. Istanbul (JU) 

12J0 Baghdad (IA) 

15:45 Tripoli (LN) 

16:00 Riyadh (SV) 

17 J5 Cairo (MS) 

18*5 Romc(AZ) 

21:15 Frankfurt. Damascus (LH) 

22J5 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

08:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

11:45 Tripoli (RJ) 

12:00 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12J0 Athens (RJ) 

I2J0 Paris(RJ) 

11-45 Rome, Madrid (RJ) 

12J5 Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 

1&0Q London (RJ) 

13:15 Frankfort (RJ) 

.13:30 Cairo (RJ) 

20:35 Kuwait (RJ) 

20:50 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:80 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Abu Dhabi, Duhai(RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

04:05 Istanbul, Belgrade (JU) 

06:28 Dumascus. Frankfurt (Lff I 

09:15 Beirut (MB) 


14:00 Baghdad (IA) 

16-A0 Kuwait (LN) 

17:48 Riyadh (SV) 

1&20 Cairo f MS) 

18:55 Damascus (AZ) 


PRAYER TIMES 


04.-09 Fajr 

05:38 (Sunrbe)Duba 

12.32 Dhubr 

16:14 -Asr 

19:27 Maghreb 

2MB Tsfaa 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Thursday rates 

Local seO/buy rates in Gk 

Belgian franc 96.3 1 99.7 

Dutch guilder 179.7/ 186.1 

French frane 59 3/ 61.4 

Italian lira 27.1/ 28 

Japanese yen (for 100) .... 270.7/ 280.5 

Swedish crown 57.5/ 59.6 

Swiss franc 241.9/ 250.7 

U.K. sterling pound 631.3/ 655.7 

U.S. dollar 338.7/ 350 

W. German mark 3)1.5/ 208.R 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Clouds will appear at different 
heights with possibilities of scattered 
showers in the eastern parts of the 
country. In Aqaba, it will be dusty with 
northerly moderate winds and calm 


Min./nux. temp. 

....1 14/28 

31/36 

14/29 

13/35 


Amman .... 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan VaHcy .... 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 28. Aqaba 36. Humidity readings: 
Amman 21 per cent. Aqaba 31 per 
cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govern orate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Ouwctsmeh 770733 

Gvil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade .... 198 

Fmaaid - 630341 

Blood Bank 7783G3 

Gvil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 806390'! 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330.60 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Mofical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalhfi Maternity, J. Amu... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636240 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845/65 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abaali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 66*164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajiccn 777101/3 

AI-Buhir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Amy. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital - 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr.Ali Asa'ad 897919 

Dr. A- Awad 846070 

Dr. Jamal Abu Baker 746426 

Dr. Issam Abu Reriq 611784 

Ftras pharmacy 661912 

Fcntow pharmac y 778336 

AI Axema pharmacy 637055 

Nairerakh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeoani pharmacy 637660 

TAXIS: 

Tableau 640031 

Venice taxi 644584 

Asfourtan 623230 

Tamer taxi 8I35RI 

Nahda taxi 663003 

Holiday taxi 663100 

Saycd taxi 604422 

Middle East taxi 604615 

IRBJDf 

Dr. Lawrence Bader 242338 

AJ Sharaa' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQAs 

Dr. Issam Haddad ( ) 

Khatifeb pharmacy 965417 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel comptaims 666412 

Price conplamu 66117b 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 11 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcriowcr price in lib per kg. 

Apple (French) 400 3t<) 

Apple (green) 450/400 

Apple (Lebanese) 300 / 250 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukaairatr} 300/240 

Beans - 160 ‘1M 

Beans (broad) 130/100 

Cabbage 140/100 

Carrot 180/120 

Cauliflowci (white) 170 / 120 

Cherry (green) 650 ! 550 

Cucumbers 180/ 120 

Date (2 kgs) 600/50U 

Eggplant (lane) 130 / too 

Eggplant (smil) 140/100 

Garlic (green) - — 140/100 


Lemon 

Mallow 

Marrow 

Onion (gnran) 

Onion (dry) 

Oranges (focal) ... 

Oranges (Shammouti) ... 

Psrslev 

Peas ..... W 

Pcpjrcr (hoi) 

Pepper (Sweet) 

Potato 

Raddish 

Spinach 

Strawberry 

Tomatoes 

Vine leaves 
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JjfinisieF. of ■ Info rmarirm . Hani AJ Khaaa wnah 

y roet w ith A fg^rian Ambassador in Amman Mohammad 
n and disfcussed With him Jordanian -Algerian cooper a t i on in’ 

atWOL.: 1 ' - v •• :’ • :,. •'■/-£ /■ - 

^ EHVQyS; Minister of Agriculture Marwan Ai 
•Tqtnsaay met separately with Austrian and Indonesian 
EP 0 T$tn Amman, and reviewed with tbem bilateral coopera- 
»' agnctybgu^ .. ~.~..,.y 

Minister- ■ <rf ?ubBc ; Works and .Housing Sbafiq 
. ^ ■■•■■«- -Mnosdajr met ^separately wiih Austrian and Indonesian 

^ifflasSadore-in Armriaa. and discussed with them existing coopera- 
Spxdah^arid each of Austria and Indonesia. 
^ASS^Bl Minister of Transport and Telecommunications 
■ . Haj -Hassan Thursday discussed with British Ambassador 
bilateral cooperations telecom- 


s 

it 


^ g gm<ationjS : and. postal services. 

WZEH iNGENEVAiBeaJth Minis ter Zaid Hamzeh Thursday 
a celebration held in Geneva to mark the 40th anniversary 
•ws H«: crearion'> of the World Health Organisation (WHO). Dr. 

delivered a speech on .behalf of the East Mediterranean 
^regpon in whidi be reviewed, the. key- role played, and the medical 
- yapiy tes offered, by the WHO since its establishment in 1948. The 
•■rimjister is currently taking part in WHO annual session in Geneva. 

fjpW>Y TO TUNIS: Jordan’s Ambassador in Tunis Talai Al 
"Hassap Thursday discussed with Arab League Secretary General 
XSunti Klibi in-Tunis current developments in the Arab World and 
: 3992$$ of common concern. The ambassador also discussed with 
^Tunisian minister of. youth, and sports bilateral relations. 

$£d CRESCENT SOCIETY: The Jordan National Red Crescent 
. gfrag ty (JNRCS> has opened a medical dime in the city of Ma’an to 
free m edical services to dfeetts in the Ma’an governorate. The 
. societ y will also organise seminars and lectures in the governorate to 
promote health, awareness among inhabitants. 

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS: Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
jantHbe I^virphment Yousef Haindan Al Jaber has asked the heads 
^ofjmmmdpal -and village councils in the 'Kingdom to abide by the 
ministry's laws’ ami regulations which govern the work of these 
. councils. The ministry also requested the beads of municipal and 
village council^ to involve a ministry representative in all of their 
projects and to have -the ministry's approval for all finan cial matters. 

AMMOUT DONATES AWARD: )r. Hani Shammout from 
the Health Ministry has donated, the full amount of a World Health 
Organisation (WHO) award he received to the Zakat (alms to the 
•poor) fond of the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, to support 
'Ihe anti-Israel Palestinian uprising in the occupied territories. 

ICBC ANNIVERSARY:' Jordan will join countries of the world 
Monday in marking the 125 th anniversary of the International Red 
Cross (ICRG). Jordan National Red Crescent Society (JNRCS) will 
also mark the' 40th anniversary of its establishment, according to 
JNRCS Chairman Dr. Ahmad Aba Qoura. ' 

NEW LICENCES: The Drivers and .Vehicles licensing Depart- 
ment will soon start issuing new forms and models of driving licences, 
the department* s Director Colonel Mahmoud Abu Hammo ur Thurs- 
day announced. He said that the new licences will be of high quality 
and will be provided with secret mar ks. 

TRAFFIC DAY: A special committee for the International Traffic 
Day in Zarqa governorate Has decided to hold a celebration in the 
city of Zarqa on Monday. During the celebration a number of people 
Who served in. the traffic sector in thegovemoratewill be honoured 
and posters will be placed to remind the public of dangers and risks 
resulting. frorntrafficvrolatioas. 

LUC COMPUTERS:. Britain .is currently providing Jordan with 
2,000 mjcrocomputersystems amounting to £2.2 million to be used by 
students, ai 200 high schools in the Kingdom pver the coming three 
years. Britain.will also-spend £1.8 million on training, programmers 
jmdsoftwaredortiacse,. systems.^- 
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JTV Channel 2 Preview 


SaL — May 7» 1988 

8^0 Yes fhrimfe Minister 

9:10 Man .and Music •. 

This new series is an exploration 
of a great cultural tradition whose 
composers included Gluck, 
Mozart, ;Beethoy.en and 
. . Schubert. It contains. film ofthar 
j major works, performed on ori- 
ginal instruments in authentic 
Vocations. • 

** 10:00 News in English 


rtflC 


It 


10:20 Feature F3m 
Best of Safe Ackers 
Starring: Tony Mnsanti, Simon 
Oakland 

David Toma plays the role of a 
gang member, trying to steal a 
bank depending on a good plan, 

Sun. — May 8, 1988 

8:30 My Husband and 1 

9:10 World in Flames 

The episode traces the conclu- 
sions of the Second World War 
on the Russian, -European and 
Japanese fronts. 

10:00 News in English 
10:20 O’Hara 

11:30 Rich man, poor man 

Mon. — May % 1988 

&30 Perfect Strangers 


... 9:10 Secret Army 

ljktyO News in English 

' lf>=20 Feature Film 

Unfaithfully Yours 
f. Starring: Dudley Moore, Nastas- 
sb Kinski 

An orchestral conductor believes 
his wife is unfaithful, and while 
, conducting a concert thinks of 
^ three different ways of dealing 
with the situation. 

S Toe. — May 10, 1988 


10:20 Murder She Wrote 
Jesseca overheard a conspiracy 
for murder, with a spirit of a 
dever detective. She decides to 
know what is going on. 

11:30 Rich man, poor man 

Wed. — May 11, 1988 


&30 Guinness Records 
9:00 Hooperman 
9:30 Twilight Zone 
10:00 News in English 
10:20 Ford 

. A mini-series that chronicles the 
meagre beginnings and con- 
troversial growth of Henry Ford 
and the Ford Motor Company. 
Hailed as the “Father of the 
assembly-line’* and credited with 
restructuring the labour force, 
Henry blazes new trails in the 
grand tradition that made U.S. 
businesses great; Embroiled in 
furious controversy and heated 
passions, the Ford dynasty soars 
to unprecedented heights amid 
charges of political favouritism, 
“blood-money” profiteering and 
anti-Semitism. 

Thur. — May 12, 1988 

8:30 Charlie Chaplin 

9:10 Wish me Luck 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Feature Film 
This is Kate Bennett 
Starring: Janet Eflber, David 
Haskell 

A popular theme among recent 
movie is the effect of the media 
on the lives of people involved in 
news reports. 

Frl. — May 13, 1988 

8:30 Growing Pains 
The oldest son bas an affair with a 
Hawaian girl. He tries, to save 
some money so as to visit Hawaii 
to see his girlfriend. 


9:10 Magnum 
10:00 News in English 


8i30' 1 Married Dora 
Dora spends a night alone with 
Peter in his bedroom when she is 
forced to convince her. visiting 
parents that she is happily mar-. 10*J0 Falcon Crest 
rifcd to him. Nancy recovers -and with the 

help of Richard she tries to take 
9sl0rNew Series her revenge from the gang. 



‘CARPETS FOR MOSQUE: Awqafmrn 

Islamic Affairs Minister Sheikh Abdul Aziz Al 
Khayyat Thursday signed a JD 92.881 agreement 
with a local company, whereby the company will 


import carpets from Egypt and will use it for King 
Abdullah Ibn Al Hussein Mosque. Signing the 
agreement for the company is its director general 
(Petra photo) 


Transport 
companies 
prepare for 
pilgrimage 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs acting 
secretary general Thursday met 
with representatives of com- 
panies, which will transport and 
accommodate , pilgrims, during 
the current pilgrimage season. 

The ministry’s preparations for 
the season outlined the ministry's 
efforts to make this year's pil- 
grimage season a success. 


Khasawneh quits CAEU 
post; Ibrahim takes over 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Hani Khasawneh Thurs- 
day took the oath as Secretary 
General of the Council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU) in the 
presence of Industry, Trade and 
Supply Minister Hamdi Tabba’a. 

Dr. Khasawneh also resigned 
his new post as CAEU secretary 
general because he cannot retain 
his post as secretary general and 
that of information minister at 
the same time. 

The Jordanian government has 
nominated the former Foreign 


Minister Hassan Ibrahim for the 
post of CAEU secretary general. 

Present at the oath-taking, 
ceremony were Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade secretary general 
and the CAEU legal consultant. 

The CAEU elected Dr. Kha- 
sawneh unanimously for the post 
of secretary general during its 
session, which was held in Am- 
man on Dec. 9 at the level of 
ministers of economy, and trade. 
Khasawneh was supposed to take 
up this post as of May 1. 



ASSAD WITH AUSTRIAN ENVOY: 


Higher Education Minister Nassernddin Al Assad 
Thursday discusses with the Austrian Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Arnold Moebhis scopes of bilateral 
cooperation in the field of higher education and 


means of further enhancing such cooperation. 
Also on discussion was the question of 15 scho- 
larships by Austria to Jordanian students, as 
promised by the Austrian President Kurt Wal- 
dheim during his visit to Jordan (Petra photo) 


Religious celebrations 
mark Battle of Badr 


AMMAN (Petra) — A grand religious celebration 
was held Thursday at Al Husseini Mosque to mark 
the anniversary of the Battle of Badr and the Mecca 
conquest. 


Speaking at the celebration, 
which was organised by the Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs Ministry, 
was Awqaf Minister Abdul Aziz 
Al Khayyat who pointed out that 
the Islam is the religion of the 
right, justice, security, peace. 
Jihad (struggle). 

Khayyat said the Battle of 
Badr, which took place between 
Quraish and the Muslims on 
Ramadan 17, and the conquest of 
Mecca were among the greatest 
battle the Islamic history has ever 
witnessed. The battle embodies 
the Islamic call, he noted. 

The minister then reviewed 
Prophet Mohammad’s position 
and the harm he suffered at the 
hands of Quraish and the resist- 
ance by the Romans and Persians 
to the Islamic call. 

In this regard. Khayyat said 
that Muslims should recall what 
happened to the Prophet and to 
be hilly aware of what the enemy 
harbours for them to obliterate 
their Muslim faith. 


Khayyat also talked about the 
role of Prophet Mohammad’s 
companions in the battle and 
called on Muslims to unify their 
ranks and fight their enemies. He 
praised the Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied Arab territories. 

Also speaking at the ceremony 
was the Armed Forces Mufti 
Nouh Suleiman who reviewed the 
stages of the Battle of Badr and - 
outlined Prophet Mohammad's 
role in the military planning and 
organisation of the battle. 

Suleiman recalled the lessons 
derived from the battle. He called 
on all Muslims to learn from 
these lessons and to unite, leaving 
aside all marginal issues and in- 
ter-differences in service of the 


grearer cause, which is to main- 
tain the strength of the Islamic 
nation, Suleiman said. 

The mufti attributed the Mus- 
lim victory over the Romans, to 
the unified leadership and unified 
stands of Muslims who fought the 
Romans bravely, fogetting any 
material or marginal gains. 

The Prophet's military plan has 
also delineated the landmarks of 
the battle and determined its re- 
sult, Suleiman said. 

Awqaf Deputy Secretary 
General Ahmad Helayyel re- 
viewed the stages of the battle 
and the lessons learned from it 
and called on the Muslims to 
follow the Prophet's example. 

Helayyel stressed the cohesion 
of the Jordanian family and its 
resolve to face any Zionist arro- 
gance and to liberate Jerusalem 
and the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 


Mu’ta 

enrollment 


KARAK (Petra) — All post 
offices throughout the Kingdom 
have started receiving applica- 
tions for enrollment to the milit- 
ary science brand) at Mu’ta Uni- 
versity, to major in mechanical 
engineering, electrical engineer- 
ing, computer sciences, 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, 
administrative and legal sciences, 
in addition to Arabic and English 
languages. 

Deadline for accepting applica- 
tions is May 14. 


Abu Nuseir residents get 
deadline for services 


AMMAN (Petra) — Housing 
Corporation Director Yousef 
Hiyassat has given beneficiaries of 
Abu Nuseir Housing complex 
two months to call upon the 
corporation's office in Abu 
Nuseir to agree on the dates for 
installing central heating equip- 
ment and the Antennal connec- 
tions. 

He said that after the two week 
period, the corporation will not 
be responsible for installing the 
equipment and the Antennal con- 
nections, moreover defaulters 
will not benefit from the free 
maintenance costs. 

Hiyassat added that the cor- 
poration intends to offer the 
vacant plots of land in the project 
for investment purposes. 

He also mentioned that there 
vacant plots which can be 


are 


used for the construction of kin- 
dergartens and nurseries. 

The corporation’s director said 
that four mosques will also be 
built, two of which will have 
Islamic cultural centres. 

On the Batrawi Housing Pro- 
ject in Zarqa , Hiyassat said next 
month the corporation will float a- 
tender to construct 83 buildings, 
consisting of 500 housing units. 

The project will include three 
designs, and the corporation will 
construct, as a first step, three 
buildings each representing one 
design, so as to Jet the benefi- 
ciaries decide on the design they 
want. 

The project will include all- 
services, such as schools, gar- 
dens, health and social centres, 
mosques, telephones and water 
networks. 


Hmoud: Jordan free of locusts so far 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Agriculture Marwan Al Hmoud 
Friday confirmed that Jordan has 
not been invaded by locusts so 
far. 

He said that the ministry has 
formed specialised teams, scat- 
tered along the border zone be- 
tween Jordan and Saudi Arabia, 
to monitor the situation and to be 
in continuing contact with a 
ministry operation room. 

All arrangements and mea- 
sures have been taken in coopera- 


tion with the Badia Forces and the 
Royal Jordanian Air Forces for 
action against possible locust in- 
vasion, Hmoud said. 

The minister also added that he 
was in direct contact with con- 
cerned Saudi authorities and with 
the Jeddah based U.N. Anti- 
Locust Centre. 

On Saudi Arabia's measures, 
the minister said fighting opera- 
tions against locusts were con- 
tinuing successfully by the Saudi 


authorities. 

The hot air depression, centred 
over Sudan, started to ease thus 
limiting the locust movement to 
Saudi territories, the minister 
said. 

Meanwhile special teams 
equipped with chemical spraying 
equipment Thursday headed to 
the easrem areas of Ma’an to 
monitor and confront a possible 
locust invasion from Saudi 
Arabia. 


UNESCO consultant visits Yarmouk 


AMMAN (J.T.) — American 
Professor of Communication 
Richard F. Carter is currently in 
Jordan on a 10-day visit during 
which he is a guest at the Yar- 
mouk University. 

Professor Carter of the school 
of communication at the Uni- 
versity of Washington in Seattle, 


is an evaluation consultant from 
the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO), and is here to 
look at the department of journal- 
ism at Yarmouk University and 
the programme of population 
communications which is fi- 
nanced by United Nations Fund 


for Population Activities (UN- 
FPA) and executed bv UN- 
ESCO. 

Yarmouk University’s depart- 
ment of communication, headed 
by Dr. Issam Mousa, made sever- 
al studies and a survey on popula- 
tion communication in Jordan. 


Aqaba authorities study plans for better services 


AMMAN (Petra) — Aqaba is 
Jordan's second political and eco- 
nomic capital after Amman, and 
its major touristic capital because 
of its nice weather, warm water 
and the soft sandy beaches which 
are attracting a large number of 
tourist groups, who also have the 
chance to practice various kinds 
of sea sports. 

Aqaba is the backbone of Jor- 
dan's economy since it is the 
Kingdom’s only seaport. 

Aqaba region constitutes 9.5 
per cent of Jordan's total area, 
and has a population of 50,000 
people living in 21 residential 
iareas. 

Quwaira is the largest residen- 
tial area in Aqaba region, and it is 
the place where the second Arab 
palm forest will be established 
during die next three months. 

Sofl tests in this area was found 
to be suitable for palm-trees. 

The palm-tree planting project 
will be accompanied by a prog- 
rarame under which Quwaira re- ’ 


sidents will be trained on 
methods to plant and care for 
palm-trees and will be informed 
of the economic gains they will 
get from such a project. 

In Rashidieh, one of the re- 
gion's villages, an organisational 
plan was prepared and the infras- 
tructure services were provided. 

At Disi basin, where a pilot 
agricultural project was laun- 
ched, a compound for joint admi- 
nistrative services has been set 
up, and a library and two post 
offices were established. 

However, not a single small 
residential area, will remain with- 
out such services, according to 
Aqaba Region Authority (ARA) 
President Bassam Qaquish, who 
said that 35 per cent of the 
region's budget has been allo- 
cated for small residential gather- 
ings, while 65 per cent has been 
allocated for developing the city 
of Aqaba itself. 

To promote tourism to the 


region and to preserve natural 
environment, an agricultural re- 
serve will be set up in Wadi Rum, 
similar to Al Sbomari Wildlife 
Reserve. 

The ARA will cooperate with 
the department of environment, 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
the Royal Society for Conserva- 
tion of Nature in setting up the 
new reserve. 

Meanwhile the ARA is pur- 
suing efforts to develop Aqaba 
city economically and has 
embarked on studies to establish 
a number of projects, designed to 
develop all sectors. 

On the imported labour force, 
Qaquish said a residential area 
for accommodating single non- 
Arab workers has been set up by 
the private sector. 

The estate can accommodate 
up to 3,000 workers and provides 
all services to them at reasonable 
prices. 

On the environment, Qaquish 
said the authority is currently 


constructing a 30 -kilometre back 
road, stretching from Wadi Al 
Yitm to Aqaba Port, to be used 
only by trucks and long vehicles. 

TTris’ project is designed to re- 
duce the noise and the pollution in 
the environment, and to beautify 
the northern entrance of the city. 
Once the road is completed all 
workshops will be moved outside 
the city. 

Qaquish added that 90 per cent 
of Aqaba houses has been 
painted in white, in implementa- 
tion of the directives of His 
Majesty King Hussein. The white 
colour was selected because it is 
almost the colour of the sand in 
Aqaba and it helps to reduce the 
temperature in the houses and 
offices, since the white colour 
reflects the heat. 

On the southern shore, Qa- 
quish said, the ARA, in coopera- 
tion with the tourist investment 
and development department has 
allocated tourist areas, called 


Coral Beach. 

However, he added, the au- 
thority will establish the Qaboos 
Tourist Village, which will in- 
clude 400 shalets that will be 
offered for sale to Jordanian and 
Arab citizens. 

Feasibility study of this project 
has been undertaken and has 
been sent to the Kuwaiti Fund, 
which will finance the project. 

The project also includes three 
swimming areas on the beach, a 
tourist camp, a diving centre and 
a sea park. 

On the sports projects, Qa- 
quish said, a stadium has been 
established as a nucleus for an 
integrated sports city to alleviate 
the pressure on Al Hussein 
Sports City in Amman and to be 
used in winter for bolding foot- 
ball matches, when such matches 
can not be held in Amman be- 
cause of heavy rainfall. 

Qaquish added that a royal 
Diving Centre has been set up. 


and is manned by four interna- 
tional diving instructors. 

A JD 1,200,000 tender for 
establishing the Royal Yachts 
Club will be floated this month 
and an equestrian dub will also 
be established soon. 

Other projects to be im- 
plemented are a bowling court, a 
swimming pool and a permanent 
vouih camp. 

On the development of the 
densely populated areas, the 
ARA president said the authority 
has prepared a plan for develop- 
ing Shailaleh and andent quarters 
in the dty, in cooperation with 
the Urban Development Depart- 
ment (UDD) 

The project will provide proper 
housing for 22,000 residents. 

One major project which the 
ARA intends to implement is the 
construction of a conference hall 
which, once completed, will host 
Arab and international confer- 
ence. 



News in Engfish 11:30 Rich man, poor man ( Aqaba port’s general cargo berth bustles with activity (File photo) 


-Aqaba's warm and sunny weather attracts domestic and foreign tourists to the beach (File photo) 
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Friday’s 

A7 i?a No compromise, no bargain 

KING Hussein said that no member of the Jordanian family 
will ever compromise or bargain over any inch of Palestinian 
territory no matter how strong Israel is. This means that no 
one in Jordan will ever give up any responsibility nor will it 
ever betray the trust of defending Jerusalem and the holy 
places in Palestine. The King is entrusted with safeguarding 
the security and peace in the holy city and protecting all holy 
places and ensuring free worshipping for all people. There- 
fore, the King and his people have the honour in protecting 
these holy places and will never abandon the struggle for their 
return to Arab sovereignty. It also means that this is a firm 
commitment and a national responsibility to strive to regain 
the Palestinian land and its holy places in Jerusalem and it is a 
duty for Jordan to defend Arab holy places despite the 
difficulties and no matter how strong the enemy is. The King's 
reaffirmation of these principles in his iftar banquet is bound 
to corroborate the march of struggle towards liberation and 
freedom and is bound to enhance our national stand. The 
King has thus thwarted enemy attempts to throw doubts on 
Jordan’s stand vis-a-vis the Palestine issue and to force this 
country to capitulate or succumb to threats. King Hussein has 
renewed a pledge towards Jerusalem and the holy places in 
Palestine and to work for the establishment of a just peace. 

Al Dustour: Jordan’s commitments 

KING Hussein’s address in the Mafraq Governorate on 
Wednesday re-emphasised the Jordanian principles and 
underlined this country’s determination to confront the 
challenges and the falsehoods circulated by the enemies of the 
Arab Nation. In his speech the King stressed that Jordan was 
determined to refute all allegations and lies being put about by 
Israel and its. allies against the Arab Nation in general and 
Jordan in particular. He also made it clear that no one in this 
country will ever bargain or compromise over one inch of 
Arab land in Palestine. This the King said, is our national 
stand no matter of Israel’s might and regardless of the type of 
weapons it is using against us. The monarch also made it clear 
that Jordan remains committed to the international confer- 
ence for the implementation of U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 for the return of all parts of occupied 
Arab territory. But he said though Jordan seeks a just- and 
honourable peace it will continue to build up its strength to 
face any eventuality and to thwart the enemy's plots. 

Sawt Al Shaab: United behind leader 

ALL Jordanians are firmly united behind their King and all 
citizens are shouldering their national responsibility under his 
wise guidance. The Jordanian family is fused together-through 
long years of struggle for the achievement of the national 
aspirations and for implementing the ideas and upholding the 
principles of the Great Arab Revolt. King Hussein has been 
upholding these principles and leading his country men 
towards unity with Arab countries and in the struggle towards 
liberating the usurped Arab territories. King Hussein said that 
he and his Jordanian family will not betray the trust which this 
country has inherited and will continue to defend the holy 
places in Palestine and strive to liberate the Arab people there 
from Israeli occupation. Through their belonging to this 
country and this nation the Jordanians have transformed this 
country into a strong fortress standing high and firm in the 
face of all enemy conspiracies. 

m 

Thursday’s 

Al Ra’i: King reaffirms national commitment 

IN his meetings with his people at iftar banquet King Hussein 
has been reaffirming the importance of national commitment 
on the part of all members of the Jordanian family. He also 
has been reiterating Jordan's total adherence to the achieve- 
ment of a durable peace through an international conference 
that would implement U.N. Security Council resolutions. The 
monarch has been repeating that Jordan will never act on 
behalf of the Palestinians in any matter related to a solution 
for the Palestine problem. Needless to say, that these 
confirmations and reaffirmations of Jordan’s policies repre- 
sent the King’s determined stand and Jordan's attitude with 
regard to the Middle East question and the initiatives being 
offered for a solution. This means that Jordan will not serve as 
an alternative to Palestinian land for the Palestinian people 
because it is Jordanian territory, but Jordan and its people will 
continue to support the Palestinians and help them regain 
their rights and their homeland. The King’s reaffirmation 
refutes ail falsehoods and lies being circulated by the enemies 
of this country. Jordan, as the King said, will remain alert and 
ready for any development and will continue to thwart enemy 
attempts directed against the Arab Nation. 

Al Dustour: Another Israeli invasion 

ONCE again and with total disregard to the international 
laws, Israel has committed a new act of aggression on 
Lebanon designed to further dismember that country. The 
new assault was a continuation of the Israeli invasion of* 
Lebanon in 1982 and comes at a time when the Arabs are 
confronting other serious threats in other parts of the Arab 
World. The new attack could also be designed to escalate 
tension in the Middle East just before the projected U.S.- 
Soviet summit'ineeting which is scheduled at the end of this 
month, and a means to divert world attention from what is 
going inside the occupied Arab territories. But the Palestinian 
people have proved that they were determined to pursue the 
struggle and to maintain the uprising regardless of Israel's 
manoeuvres and despite the Israeli oppression until justice is 
done. 


Bourguiba slips Into history 
as Tunisia seeks Arab roots 


By Elaine Ganiev 

The Associated Press 

TUNIS, Tunisia — Habib Bour- 
guiba’s statue still dominates a 
square in central Tunis, but the 
man who towered over Tunisia 
for decades has slipped into his- 
tory six months after he was 
forced out of power. 

Pro claiming a "new era,” new 
President Zine El Abidine Ben 
Ali is retooling Tunisia's destiny, 
trying to make peace with its 
citizenry and with a Muslim herit- 
age largely ignored during three 
decades of Bourguiba’s rule. 

Ben Ali, who seized power 
Nov. 7 during a tense crackdown 
on Islamic fundamentalists, is 
nearly universally credited — 
even by bibs political opponents — 
with sparing this North African 
country from social upheaval. 

Now that he is in power, news- 
papers once banned are back in 
kiosks. Police, citizens say . are no 
longer feared. Tunis University, 
disrupted three days' a week l yst 
year by demonstrations, is quiet. 

The nation's legislature, mono- 
polised by Bourguiba’s ruling 
party since Tunisia’s independ- 
ence 32 years ago, has moved 
toward pluralism with a new law 
on political parties. And some 
5,0CK) prisoners, many members 
of an outlawed Islamic fun- 
damentalist group, have been 
pardoced. 

Ben Ali has extended a hand, 
in fact, to the growing Islamic 
fundamentalist movement, Bour- 
guiba’s chief target in his waning 
years. 

Now, TV and radio broadcast 
the five daily calls to prayer. 

And Ben Ali, a military man 
once in charge of the crackdown 
on fundamentalists, invokes 
Allah at the start of speeches. In 
a highly publicised pilgrimage to 
Mecca, he cried openly at the 
sacred Kaaba. 

"It’s life that's changed, not 
just politics," said Cbakib Douss, 
a brassware merchant ■ in the 
T unis bazaar. "Now everyone is 
free. We feel it every day, every 
minute. It’s not something you 
read about in the newspaper. It’s 
something you touch." 


Honeymoon? 

Others praise their new presi- 
dent with less abandon, but even 
the government’s opponents are 
not unkind. 

“It's still the honeymoon, so 
everyone feels obliged to publicly 
approve him," said M*hamed 
Jaibi, editor-in-chief of the week- 
ly Maghreb, reopened in Septem- 
ber after being shut down four 
years ago. 

“I hope this is a temporary situa- 
tion." be added. "Otherwise, 
we'll be back in the old system 
with a president who th inks he is 
infallible." 

Bourguiba, 84, who led Tunisia 
to independence from France in 
1956, ruled as the nearly mystical 
prcsddent-for-life, a benign dicta- 
tor in charge of a no mina l demo- 
cracy with his ruling Destourian 
Socialist Party controlling all 
seats in the national assembly. 
None of the three legal opposi- 
tion parties had a meaningful 
voice. 

He pursued a pro-Western 
policy that all but ignored the 
heritage of his nation’s seven 
million people. 

After his removal, Bourguiba 
was confined to a chateau near 
Tunis where he is thought to 
remain. Once pictured daily in 
every newspaper and newscast, 
he now lives in anonymity. 

Ben Ah' promised that his new 
era would “open the horizons to a 
truly democratic and evolved 
political life." 

Since taking office, he has 
moved to abolish the lifelong 
presidency, change the electoral 
code and laws controlling the 
press, dismantle the feared state 
security court and give Amnesty 


ists are asking whether the tears 
Ben Ali ened in Mecca were real. 

Islam has always been the state 
religion, but Bourguiba main- 
tained a secular approach to gov- 
ernment and daily life. 

The final year of his reign was 
marked by the battle he waged 
against the outlawed Islamic 
Tendency Movement (MTI), cul- 
minating in the September trial of 
90 fundamentalists for plotting 
against the state. 

Islami c dossier remains 

“The Islamic dossier remains 
the hottest one on Ben All’s desk. 
It’s his biggest obstacle," said 
Hassen Ghodhbani, an Islamic 
lawyer who defended some of the 
90 in the September trial. 

Measures taken so far are not 
sufficient, he said. 

"Islam isn’t just prayer and 
pilgrimage. It's an entire life 
system." 

Last week, the legislature 
quashed any hope MTI could 
become a legal opposition party 
— one of -its demands — by 
passing a bill that allows for new 
parties but forbids those based on 
religion, language, race or re- 
gion. 

“The government has adopted 
a double attitude toward Islam,” 
said the opposition politician — 
containing the groundswell while 
acting devout. 

“It is a position which is both 
clever and dangerous,” he said. 

Ben Ali’s other albatross is 
“Bourgnibism," the omnipresent 
political machine which ran the 
country for three decades. 

The ruling party has been re- 
named and Ben Ali has under- 
taken a massive restructuring in 
an effort to break the grip of the 


International, the London-based, old guard. Almost all regional 
human rights group, a permit to party leaders have been replaced 
here — i 


operate here — its first in the 
Arab World. 

Ben Ali has also restored di- 
plomatic relations with neigh- 
bouring Libya and stresses ties 
with the Arab World in a more 
outward-looking diplomacy. 

While many citizens appear 
won over by the changes, howev- 
er, opposition politicians remain 
warily expectant. Fimdamental- 


and thousands more are under 
scrutiny. 

But the new president has only 
cautiously approached the Bour- 
guiba mystique itself. 

The French-Arab bi-weekly 
Les Annonces was pulled from 
newsstands after printing a car- 
toon showing the culture minister 
leading Bourguiba into a 
museum. 


Mitterrand campaigns on social 
reforms to extend mandate 


By Alan Philps 

Reuter 

PARIS — The sinister shadow of 
the guillotine no longer falls on 
the cells of murderers in France 
— thanks to President Francois 
Mitterrand. 

Thousands of French criminals 
have had their heads chopped off 
by the gruesome contraption, 
adopted in 1791 at the height of 
the French revolution, but Mit- 
terrand scrapped the death penal- 
ty in one of his first acts on taking 
power in 1981. 

It was part of a package of 
measures by Mitterrand, France’s 
first Socialist president following 
23 years of rule by the right, to 
bring France in line with other 
West European countries. 

As his seven-year term draws 
to a dose, Mitterrand is cam- 
paigning for a new mandate in 
Sunday's presidential election 
largely on the strength of his 
social reforms. 

He says he is proud to have 
broken the constraints of 
France’s centuries-old rigid cen- 
tralisation. extended the system 
of paid holidays and shortened 
the working week to 39 hours, the 
first cut since 1936 under the 
leftist Popular Front. 

But be has drawn a veil over 
the twists and turns which have 
accompanied most other aspects 
of his mandate. 

Mitterrand, who served in 11 of 
the 23 governments under 
France’s ■tempestuous Fourth 
Republic, is remembered by 
many for his subtle manoeuvring. 

His biographer, Catherine 
Nay, entitled her recent work on 
the president “The Seven Mitt er- 
rands.” She says he has appeared 
in a new guise for each year of his 
mandate. 

Master of stealth 

“Mitterrand is a past master at 
allowing his colours to be nailed 
to the highest mast and then 
changing them by sealth," com- 
mented a West European di- 
plomat. ' 

His chief of staff, Jean-Louis 
Bianco, comments with studied 
understatement: “The president 
is a pragmatic mas.” 

Elected with Communist sup- 
port in 1981 on a programme of 
1 10 radical reforms, Mitterrand is 
now bidding for a new term on 
platform calling for stability and 
continuity. The Communists, 
now a spent force, were discarded 
from government in 1984. 

The president began with an 
ambitious programme to 
nationalise major banks and in- 
dustrial companies while en- 
gineering an economic boom to 
mop up unemployment. His poli- 
cy of spending his way out of 
recession backfired. 


A series of franc crises forced 
the government to adopt unpopu- 
lar austerity measures. The 
euphoria which greeted Mitter- 
rand's election quickly died 
down. An ill-timed educational 
reform united the right against 
him in 1984. 

Tumbling in the opinion polls 
and shaken by the Rainbow War- 
rior affair, in which secret agents 
sunk the anti-nuclear protest ship 
in Auckland harbour in 1985, 
Mitterrand suffered a new humi- 
liation in the March, 1986, gener- 
al election. 

The Socialists lost control of 
parliament to rightist leader Jac- 
ques Chirac, who became prime 
minis ter and forced Mitterrand to 
take a back seat while he undid 
much of the Socialist leader’s 
work. 

Mitterrand retreated to the 
high ground of defence and fore- 
ign affairs while Chirac — now 
Ins rival for the presidency — sold 
off nationalised companies, tight- 
ened up on law and order at 
home and overhauled a creaking 
broadcasting system. 

Tonton 

But the president did not admit 
defeat, bouncing back in a new 
role as tonton (uncle), a kind of 
constitutional monarch above the 
political fray, and rising to unpre- 
cedented heights of popularity. 

Abroad, Mitterrand has work- 
ed to strengthen the European 
Community, building up strong 
ties with West German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl and Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. 

In a memorable act, Mitter- 
rand and Kohl stood hand in 
hand at a World War One memo- 
rial in September 1984 to symbol- 
ise reconciliation between the 
two traditional foes. 

In Chad, he quickly abandoned 
leftist promises and played 
France's traditional role of the 
gendarme of Africa. This put him 
on a head-on collision course 
with Libya. 

Mitterrand shocked the Soviets 
by scrapping the 'special rela- 
tionship" set up by General 
Charles de Gaulle in 1958 as part 
of his nationalistic. anti-Amer- 
ican foreign policy. 

The Socialist government 
clamped down on alleged Soviet 
espionage in Paris in 1983, order- 
ing out 47 Soviet staff in the first 
such mass expulsion. 

But be shocked the Kremlin 
even more the same year when he 
supported American plans to in- 
stall U.S. Pershing-2 missiles in 
West Germany to counter-ba- 
lance Soviet SS-20s. 

Coming from a Socialist, his 
call was seen as treachery by 
West Germany’s anti-nuclear 
opposition and it gave powerful 
moral backing to the U.S. missile 


boost. 

But, in a typical change of 
track, he is now a staunch defen- 
der of disarmament. “Peace” has 
become a main plank in his re- 
election platform. 

Defying- his reputation for 
supporting a strong nuclear de- 
fence, he surprised his U.S. and 
British allies on the eve of a 
NATO summit meeting in March 
by opposing the modernisation of 
U.S. short-range missiles. 

But he remains a defender of 
France’s independent nuclear de- 
terrent set up by de Gaulle — 
which he once scorned as a "baby 
bomb” — so long as the super- 
powers keep their arsenals. 



Palestinians dig in, plough 
for a long-lasting revolt 


By Sharon Wasnum 

Reuter 

SILWAD, Occupied West Bank 
— “Before the uprising I had a 
butcher's shop,” said Mohammad 
.Abdallah Hassan Hamid, 65. 
“It’s dosed now. Meat is too 
expensive. 

Like many Pales tinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Silwad residents are feeling 
the pinch of growing economic 
hardship in a four-month-old re- 
volt 

Hamid balances a weed-co- 
vered pick and two burlap bags of 
seed and soil on his donkey as it 
trudges from the fields. He has 
planted wheat and olive trees on 
land not farmed since Israel occu- 
pied the West Bank in die 1967 
Middle East war. 

One of the ways Palestinians 
have sought to cope with new 
poverty and food shortages has 
been to plant their land. It is also 
a return to their roots. - 

“If we work on the land we will 
live. If we don’t, we won’t live,” 
said Abdul Khalid Mohammad, 
28, also returning; from the fields. 
Mohammad built Arab homes in 
the West Bank before the up- 
rising. 

Pales tinians of the occupied 
territories have subsisted since 
the uprising began on Dec. 9 
mainly from savings, remittances 
from abroad, occasional work 
and helping one another. 

But as they prepare for what 
they expect to be a long straggle. 


dosed their doors except for the 
three hours a day allowed by the 
underground leadership of the 
uprising. Sometimes the army 
forces shops to dose during those 
hours. 


Though no one faces starva- 
tion, places like Kafr Nama and 
Deix Ammar, which youths have 
barricaded with stones, lack sta- 
ples such as milk and flour. 

Refugees from the Al Amari 


Teachers do not work because * camp went last week to Ramallah 


the Israeli aimy has dosed the 
schools and hundreds of Palesti- 
nian policemen resigned in soli- 
darity with the uprising, known as 
the intifada. 

“The harm to Israel is no- 
thing," said Aiye Pikl, the 
Labour Ministry spokesman. 
“The harm is to themselves, the 
man who does not go to work. 
Their standard of living is drop- 
ping." 

Surviving on basics 

Some Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories seem to agree. 

Some, like political science 
Professor Sa’eb Erakat, see it 
almost as a virtue. 

“It's amazing how little you 
need to live oil when you really 
try," said Erakat, whose universi- 
ty in Nablus has been dosed since 
die start of the unrest. 

Others fed only ' the pair of 
sacrifice. 

Abdul Hamid Taha, father of 
10 in the Em Arik refugee camp 
and a former labourer m Israel, 
said: “We are hying 20 per cent of 
our normal lives.’' 

In the economic pinch, most 
Palestinians have done without 
luxuries like new dothes, shoes 
or cars. Since the uprising, cou- 
ples who many do so quietly. 


residents have stifled their anxie- ^ without parties, residents say 
ty by seeking creative ways to they have put off expensive re- 


manage. 

Nearly 30 per cent of the 
105,000 Palestinians who worked 
in Israel before the uprising no 
longer go to work regularly, 
according to Israeli statistics. 

Merchants of the occupied ter- 
ritories inducting Jerusalem have 


pairs and purchases. 

Refugee camp residents, tradi- 
tionally poorer than dty-dwel- 
lers, have been most severely hit 
by nearly five months of dosed 
shops and voluntary unemploy- 
ment, and some now face food 
shortages, Palestinians say. 


to ask for donations of money 
and food. 

Israelis destroy foodstuff 

Everyone reported shortages 
of vegetables. Israeli soldiers 
have repeatedly overturned carts 
of produce in the Ramallah mar- 
ket, and Palestinians say soldiers 
destroy crates of vegetables when 
they fin d them in residents* cars. 

In a response that is both prac- 
tical and idealistic, many Palesti- 
nians have planted garden plots 
in the dries and camps and fields 
in the villages at the urging of 
newly-formed agriculture com- 
mittees. 

Some Palestinians, such as 
Mohammad, earn money by 
p lanting the fields' of elderly peo- 
ple who have savings. “I plant — 
like our ancestors did,” he says 

"Even 

■ like Omar Abu Sihan has cal- 
loused hands from planting toma- 
toes and cucumbers In a small 
plot. 

Abu Sinan, whose Ramallah 
shop-may open two days a week 
according to the rules of the 
uprising, said economic shortages 
are the price Palestinians, must 
pay to perpetuate the Intifadah 
and gain their freedom. 

“We believe if we are patient 
for some time and we pay the 
economic price now, it will bear 
fruit in the future,” said Abu 
Sinan. 

The pharmacist, who fives in 
Silwad, learned to plant from the 
elderly Hamid. “Land is a uni- 
fying thing,” said Abu Sinan. "It 
is a matter of ideology. 


A blessed month of special nurture 


By Ada Salahi 

FASTING in the month of 
Ramadan is one of the fivejpillars 
upon which the structure of Islam 
is built. The other four are the 
declaration of one's belief in the 
Oneness of Allah and in the 
message of Mohammad (peace be 
on him), regular attendance to 
prayer, payment of zakah and 
pilgrimage. 

If we examine these five pillars, 
taking into account the fart; that 
Islam aims at improving the qual- 
ity of human life at both the 
individual and social levels, we 
find that the first of these five 
pillars is concerned with beliefs 
which influence man's conduct. 
The second, i.e. prayer, aims at 
providing a constant reminder to 
man of his relationship with 
Allah. The third is a social obtiga^ 
tion which reduces the gap be- 
tween the rich and the poor, 
while the fifth, i.e. pilgrimage, 
has a universal aspect which un- 
ites the nation of Islam. 

Fasting in Ramadan, the fourth 
of these pillars, has a particularly 
high importance which is derived 
from its very personal nature as 
an act of worship. Although in a 
country like Saudi Arabia no one 
dares defy public feelings by 
showing that he is not fasting, 
there is nothing to stop anyone 
from violating Allah's command- 
ment in private, if he chooses to 
do so. This means, that although 
fasting is obligatory, its observ- 
ance is purely voluntary. The fact 
is that fasting cannot be used by a 
hypocrite in order to persuade 
others to believe that he is a 
devout Muslim. If a person claims 
to be a Muslim, he is expected to 
fast in Ramadan. If he is.fasting 
voluntarily, on other days,.' he 
should not go around and tel! 
people that he is fasting. If he 
does so, he detracts from his 
reward for his voluntary worship. 


In fart, people will find his state- 
ment very strange and will feel 
that there is something wrong 
behind it. 

This explains why the reward 
Allah gives for proper fasting is 
so generous. In a Qudsi Hadith, 
which means that it is a statement 
by Allah but not part of the 
Koran, the reward of lasting is 
explained in the following way: 
“All actions done by any human 
being are bis own except fasting 
which is Mine and I reward it 
accordingly.” This is a mark of 
special generosity, since Allah 
rewards every good action with at 
least ten times its value. Some- 
times He multiplies that reward 
to seven hundred times the value 
of that action, and even more. 
We are also told by the Prophet 
that the reward for proper fasting 
is heaven. 

It may be noted that we have 
qualified fasting which earns such 
great reward with the adjective 
“proper." This is because every 
Muslim is required to make his 
worship perfect Perfection of 
fasting can be achieved through 
restraints of feelings and emo- 


lim who knows the purpose of 
fasting and strives to fulfil it 
There is also a special aspect to 
fasting. It makes all people share 
in the feelings of hunger and 
thirst. In normal circumstances, 
people with decent income may 
go from one year’s end to another 
without experiencing the pangs of 
hunger which a poor person may 
feel every day of his life. Such an 
experience helps draw the rich 
nearer to the poor. Indeed, we 
are encouraged to be more charit- 
able in Ramadan in order to 
follow the example of the 
Prophet who was described by his 
companions as "the most gener- 
ous of all people.” Yet he 
achieved in Ramadan an even 
higher degree of generosity. His 
companions say of him that he 
was in Ramadan “more generous 
and charitable than unrestrained 
wind." 


“The beginning of this 
month (Ramadan) is - Obligatory and worshi 


compassion, its middle is 
forgiveness and its end 

tions. The Prophet '" aid anyone witnesses people’s release obligations fulfilled 


from the fire.” 

Prophet Mohammad 


fice become part of his nature. 
He learns to give generously for a 
good cause. 

The month of Ramadan is aptly 
described as a “festive season of 
worship.” Fasting is the main 
aspect of worship in this month, 
but people are more attentive to 
their prayers in Ramadan than 
they are on other days. They are 
more generous and charitable _ 
too. Thus, their devotion is more'; 
complete and they feel in Rama- 1* 
dan much happier because they*" 
feel themselves to be closer to 
Allah. Therefore, they love this 
month which is, to them, one of 
endless benefits and blessings. ‘ 
Indeed, nothing describes our . 
great month better than the ; 
words of our Prophet as he [ 
addresses his companions and all • 
generations of Muslims on the ! 
eve of Ramadan. ; 

“A great and blessed month is ; 
approaching. One of its nights is • 
better than a thousand months. 
Allah has made fasting in it ; 

ip in its * 
nights voluntary... He who fulfills ‘ 
one religious obligation in it re- I 
ceivcs the reward of 70 such ; 

in other ; 

times. It is the month of 
preseverance and endurance 
which can be rewarded only by - . 
admission into heaven. It is the • 
month of comforting in which the ! 
means of a believer are im- 


who is fasting should not allow 
himself to be drawn into a quarrel 
or a slanging match. He teaches 
us: “On a day of fasting, let no 

One of you indulge in any obscen- Fasting has aka a universal, or, 

ity or enter into a slanging match, in the Islamic sense, a national 

Should some one abuse or fight aspect. As Muslims all over the proved. He who gives food to 
him, let him respond by saying: I world share in this blessed act of another to break his fast is for- • 
am fasting; I am fasting. worship, they feel their unity and given his sins and he saves his . 

This high standard of self-res-, equality. Their sense of unity is neck from heD. He is also given a ' 
traint fits in well with fasting enhanced by the fact that every similar reward to that given to the 
which is, in essence, an act of Muslim individual joins volun- fasting person without detracting • 
self-discipline. Islam asks us to be tarily in fulfilling Allah's com- anything from the other’s rewa- 
patient and voluntarily ^abstain mandment. The unity of Muslims id... AIM gives this reward even ‘ 
from indulgence in physical de- .is for from superficial; it is a unity to a person who offers another a 
sire. This is indeed the purpose of of action and purpose, since they piece of date, a drink of water or 
fasting.. It helps man atom a . alL fast in order to be better milk... The beginning of this • 
standard of sublimity winch is' human beings. As one restrains month is compassion, is middle is ' 
very rarc '*? the practical world, himself from the things he desires forgiveness and its end witnesses 
In other words, this standard is most' in order to earn Allah's people's release from the fire.” ~ 
actually achieved by every Mus- pleasure, self-<fi$dplme ahdsacri- — Arab News. 'C 
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Efypt demands absolute 
sovereignty over Taba 


CAISO (R)— -Egypjtsaid Thurs- 
day jt would . accept n othing less 
ftiaior -absoluter/^eiirighty over 
Taba, the strip of .$m$i beach - 
front' which has’ sparked a border 
dispute with iSraeir 'A Foreign 
.Ministry spokesman indicated 
Egypt would iejfect U.S. plans for 
a last-minute out-of-court settle- 
ment of the dispute unless they 
gave -Egypt full sovereignty over 
the tiny enclave ^oh the Gulf of 


Aqaba. 

The bead of tbe zrunistry's legal 
department, Ahmad Maher, ‘ 


-briefed -G.-S-.--_ envoy Abraham 
Sofaer on. Egypt's stand. 

The spokesman' did not say 
whether Maher had flatly re- 
jected Sofaer's ideas or whether 
Cairo - felt ' his proposals offered 
scope for compromise. 

But- he indicated Egypt was 
content to let arbitration hearings 
in Geneva go ahead. 

“The measures for internation- 
al arbitration to resolve the Taba 


■dispute are on course.” be said. 

“We categorically reject re- 
ports from Israel on thoughts or 
ideas on. a settlement of the Taba 
dispute which do not conform 
with Egypt's firm stand.” 

“Any settlement must be based 
on full and absolute Egyptian 
sovereignty without a breach of 
any rights as a sovereign state." 
the spokesman said. 

Sofaer has been shuttling be- 
tween the two countries to try to 
. get a settlement. Israel and Egypt 
have until May 10 to ask the 
three- man - arbitration panel to 
. postpone deliberations on its ver- 
dict, due to be issued by July 15 at 
the latest. 

Diplomats in Israel said Sofaer 
proposed a return of the 700- 
metre strip to Egyptian 
sovereignty but with Israel 
allowed free access and day-to- 
day management of the resort. 

They said Israeli leaders agreed 
to empower Sofaer to continue 


mediating, but without accepting 
his proposals. 

Foreign Ministry sources in 
Cairo said Egypt wanted to end 
what they termed Israeli procras- 
tination. 

“We want to pul an end to all 
this bargaining. Either they rec- 
ognise our complete sovereignty 
or let arbitration rake its course... 
Egyptian sovereignty is unques- 
tionable." they said. 

Israel kept Taba after with- 
drawing from the Sinai peninsula 
in April 1982 in accordance with 
its 1979 treaty. It says old maps 
show it as part of Palestine. 

Washington is seeking a com- 
promise because a dear-cut rul- 
ing in favour of either side could 
lead to a crisis in relations be- 
tween Egypt and Israel. 

Relations have been particular- 
ly cool over Israel's handling of 
the Palestinian uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 


MIDEAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Whitehead to discuss hijack 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Deputy Secretary of 
State John Whitehead will hold talks with Alge- 
rian officials next week regarding their govern- 
ment's role in ending the hijacking of a Kuwaiti 
jetliner, the State Department announced Thurs- 
day.' Whitehead will visit . Algeria, Tunisia and 
Morocco between May 9 and L5, said spokesman 
Charles Redman. In his- talks in Algiers, White- 
bead will ask for information regarding the fate of 
the hijackers and tbe terns of the deal under 
which they released 31 hostages following their 
16-day ordeal last month. Algeria has been reluc- 
tant to reveal details of the case, saying it most 
maintain its international credibility as a crisis 
negotiator. Redman said the United States still 
does not have any indication that the hijackers left 
Algeria, despite hews reports that the Iranian- 
backed extremists travelled from Algiers to Syria 
and then to Lebanon. 


Egyptian frigate visits S. Arabia 

CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian navy frigate arrived 
in the Saudi Arabian port of Jeddah Thursday in 
the first such visit since the two countries restored 
diplomatic ties last November. Military sources in 
Cairo said the frigate Nasser would stay three days 
in the Red Sea port. The visit comes amid 
increasing military contacts between Egyptian and 
Arab Gulf officials. 

S. Yemeni leader visits Cuba 

ADEN (R) — South Yemeni leader Ali Salem 
A1 Baidh left for Cuba on the first leg of a tour of 
socialist countries including Nicaragua, the Aden 
News Agency reported. Baidh. secretary-general 
of the ruling Socialist Party, told reporters on 
departure that he would have talks on ways of 
boosting cooperation between Aden and socialist 
countries. 


Cyprus protests Turkish visit Israeli arms dealer jailed 


NICOSIA (AP) — Cyprus has protested to the 
United Nations Security Council over a planned 
visit to tbe Turkish-Cypnot sector of the island by 
Turkish Foreign Minister Mesut Y ilmaz, govern- 
ment spokesman Akis Fantis said Thursday. The 
protest coincided with an announcement that 
President: George Vassfliou has received an offi- 
cial hmtation to visit Moscow. The date will be 
announced 4ateiy . the announcement said. The 
Yilmaz nut to the Turkish Cypriot republic of 
ffigffiern^ Cygms announced earlier. by.Tiir- 

kish 'Foreign- Ministry -spokesman trial Baric, 
though no date" has Been fixed yet. 


HONG KONG (R) — An Israeli arms dealer was 
sentenced to two years in jail in Hong Kong Friday 
for possessing six false passports, a sten gun and 
cannabis. Zvi Gafni. 37, had pleaded guilty to the 
charges. His lawyer said he would appeal against 
the sentence. The court earlier heard a statement 
made to police after Gafni’s arrest last December 
in which he said he had sold aims to Hong Kong's 
police force. His lawyer Ian Poison told the court 
that five Israelis travelled to Peking last November 
on fake Philippine passports to try to sell arms to 
China!, but said he could reveal no further details 
of tbe arms deal. 



Sheikh Zayed 

UAE 
favours 
continued 
relations 
with Iran 


ABU DHABI (R) — The presi- 
dent of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) suggested Thursday his 
country would maintain relations 
with Iran despite Saudi Arabia's 
decision to cut ties. 

“We can protect the Gulf and 
ensure its security and stability if 
there is cooperation and under- 
standing among all states of the 
region,'’ Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan 
A1 Nahayan said during Army 
Day celebrations. 

Diplomatic sources said the re- 
marks showed he still favoured a 
conciliatory approach towards 
Iran despite an Iranian gunboat 
attack on the UAE's Mubarak 
oilfield April 18. 

The UAE is a member of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
along with Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar. Bahrain and Oman. 

Saudi Arabia cut ties with 
Tehran April 26, citing Iran’s 
hostile policy. Bahrain this week 
said other GCC states might fol- 
low but diplomatic sources ruled 
out such a move by tbe UAE or 
Oman. 

Sheikh Zayed hinted Thursday 
he was not in favour of the Saudi 
move. “Tbe current circumst- 
ances in our region entail wis- 
dom by all parties. We should 
work together to keep the Gulf 
away from international con- 
flicts," he said. 

A senior Iranian envoy Sunday 
delivered a letter to Sheikh 
Zayed from President Ali 
Khamenei urging him to pursue 
efforts for dialogue, diplomatic 
sources said. 


(Coatinoed from page 1) 


Arab land regardless of Israel’s 
might. 

The King was referring to a 
document issued in. the year 15 
Hijri by Caliph Omar Ibn A1 
Khattab containing a firm com- 
mitment to safeguard the in- 
terests ofChristians in-Jerusalem. 
The document -promised the 
Christians and their property — 
religious and otherwise — total 
security and immunity against 
any encroachment. 

the document also pledged 
that no harm would be done to 
Christian holy places and no 
Christian would be 'Forced to 
embrace another religion and 
that no Jews would be a!) owed to 
live with them. The document 
also stipulated the Christians of 
Jerusalem would pay Jizya — a 
tax collected, from free non-Mus- 
lims living under Muslim rule — 
and that they should expel Ro- 
mans and thieves from their land, 
and that all those opted to stay 


back should pay Jizya and be 
committed to safeguarding secur- 
ity and justice. 

It also guaranteed that whoev- 
er wanted to join the Romans and 
waive the Islamic commitment 
towards him would be allowed to 
do so and would be secure until 
he reached bis destination. 

Commenting on the document. 
Sheikh Mohammad' Ibrahim 
Shakra, director of A1 Aqsa Mos- 
que at the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, said the docu- 
ment had. given the Christians 
living in Jerusalem tbe freedom 
of religion, faith and property 
and ensured the safety of their 
churches and that they would not 
be forced to embrace. any other 
religion. 

Shakra said the imposition of 
Jizya on them was not designed to 
humiliate them, but to give them 
a role in safeguarding their land 
and to fond off harm that might 
affect their religion and faith. 


Israel seeks to choke Arab businesses 


(Continued from page 1) 

strikes. 

“It's dear the Israelis are trying 
to drive a wedge between the 
people and the leaders,” Kenaan 
said in an interview. “But people 
are aware of the Israeli games. 
They aren’t stupid, they know 
what’s going on and I can assure 
you they are willing to sacrifice 
everything they have for the up- 
rising." 

In Gaza City, dozens of school 
children chanting "PLO yes, 
Israel no" hoisted the Palestinian 
flag Thursday onto a flagpole at a 
school-run by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency, an 
Arab reporter said. 

Troops fired iear-gas to dis- 
perse the children, who erected 
barricades of boulders and set 
tires ablaze in front of the school, 
the reporter said. 

In the West Bank, hundreds of 
Jewish settlers mar died near the 
village of Beita, where one month 
ago an Israeli girl and two Palesti- 


nians were killed in a clash be- 
tween villagers and a group of 
settlers. 

The marchers told reporters 
they wanted to show they could 
walk without fear anywhere in 
the "biblical land of Israel." 

There were incidents of petrol 
bombs thrown at buses in the 
West Bank. An Israeli was lightly 
wounded when Palestinians 
threw stones at a bns near 
Ram all ah. 

In the West Bank village of 
Beit Urnmar, residents said 400 
soldiers invaded a high school 
Wednesday evening, damaging 
the library and the laboratory. 
The army returned to the village 
Thursday and clashed with de- 
monstrators. . 

PLO vows intensified 
support 

In Baghdad, Palestinian lead- 
ers vowed Friday to intensify 
support for the Palestinian up- 
rising. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 si Circle. Jaba) Amman. near 
' Ah/iyyah Girts School 

Talc* away is available 

Open daily 12:1X1-3:30 
p.m. 

6: 30- Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
- cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

. Take away awtffnWn 

Open dailv ] 2:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 y 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v. 6: 30 - Midnight > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


VJ 



/t 

•cetane 

CLASS INDIAN 



Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 

7.30-41.30 pm 
After the Hofiday fan hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519. 659.520. 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing. 
door-to-door servic e 

^emsa/Towtft^roiW 
Tel: 664090-660852 
Ttx: 22205 BCSMCO JO 
P.O. BOX 928487 
AMMAN JORDAN 


Violence engulfs Shatila, 
Beirut’s southern suburbs 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Rocket, mortar and 
machinegun fire rocked a Palestinian camp in Beirut 
and the Shi’ite southern suburbs as fresh rounds of 
violence hit the Lebanese capital Friday. 


At least eight people were kil- 
led and 36 wounded in inter- 
Palestinian battles at the city's 
Shatila refugee camp, according 
to the AP. 

In separate violence, four mili- 
tiamen of Justice Minister Nabih 
Bern's Amal movement were kil- 
led in Beirut's southern slums by 
unidentified gunmen in a speed- 
ing car. Amal blamed a rival 
Shi’ite faction. 

A bomb exploded in a movie 
theatre in Syrian-policed west 
Beirut Thursday night, killing 
two people and wounding five, 
police said. 

It was the third cinema bomb- 
ing in west Beirut in two weeks. 
Two people were wounded in the 
earlier blasts. 

A police spokesman said Mus- 
lim fundamentalists were be- 
lieved to be behind the bombings 
in a bid to force the closure of 
amusement centres during the 
fasting month of Ramadan. 

Witnesses quoted by Reuter 
said fighters loyal to Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in Shati- 
la battled with fighters of the 
dissident pro-Syrian group led by 
Abu Musa. 

Arafat loyalists were dug into 
sandbagged positions at the 
camp's eastern side while Abu 
Musa's fighters were entrenched 
behind positions at the western 
edges of the settlement. 

“They were shooting at each 
other continuously. The whole 
area around the camp was de- 
serted," said one witness. 

Syrian troops who are de- 
ployed around the shantytown 
opened heavy machinegun fire at 
the camp, they added. 

“We are firing as a warning to 
both sides not to open fire at our 
positions. We have warned them 
before but they continued to 
shoot at us,” one soldier told 
reporters. 

The Syrian forces took up posi- 
tions around the camps last year 
to end three years of battles 
between Palestinians and Amal 
militiamen which killed 2,500 
people. 

Arafat loyalists controlled the 
eastern sector of the camp, where 
some 3,000 refugees live, while 
his opponents held the western 
half dose to Syrian positions. 

It was not clear what touched 


off the fighting. But it was the 
second outbreak of violence this 
week in Shatila. 

At least eight fighters were 
killed and 43 wounded May 2. It 
was the first major clash between 
the two factions since Arafat's 
reconciliation meeting with Sy- 
rian President Hafez Al Assad in 
Damascus two weeks ago after a 
five-year feud. 

Arafat's Fateh, the main group 
within the PLO. overran most of 
the rival faction's positions in 
Shatila in that clash. 

In the south Beirut violence. 
Amal accused the pro- Iranian 
Hizbollah of killing the four mili- 
tiamen in the Hay" Madi district. 

Police said Amal militiamen 
besieged the main Hizbollah bar- 
racks in the Bir Al Abed neigh- 
bourhood soon after the shoot- 
ing. but there were no immediate 
reports of any more shooting. 

Amal crushed Hizbollah in 
South Lebanon last month. Sixty- 
two people were killed and 150 
wounded in four days of fighting. 

Rightist-army feud 

In another development. 
Lebanese police deployed in east 
Beirut Friday to defuse tension 
between rightist militants and the 
Lebanese army, security' sources 
said. 

They said police units took up 
position at major intersections in 


Beirut and areas to the north 
controlled by the Chrisrian- 
dominated rightist Lebanese 
Forces (LF) militia. 

The deployment followed a 
meeting between top LF officials 
and army commander General 
Michel Aoun sponsored by Presi- 


dent Amin Gemayel Thursday to 
try to avoid a confrontation in 
Christian areas, the sources 
added. 

Tension has risen ahead of an 
election in August to replace 
Gemayel. himself a Maronite 
Christian. 


Mideast link possible 
in Los Angeles killing 


LOS ANGELES — Awni Said 
Rayyis had two passions — his 
job and his people. 

On Monday, he had planned to 
use his lunch hour to join follow 
Palestinians in front of the Israeli 
consulate in Los Angeles. They 
were going to protest the killing 
of Khalil WazJr, Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation fPLO) leader 
whose recent assassination in 
Tunisia was attributed to Israeli 
agents. 

But at the last minute he back- 
ed out, telling friends he needed 
to tend to something important at 
work. A senior waste inspector 
for the city's bureau of sanitation, 
Rayyis, 59, bad headed several 
investigations against large com- 
panies suspected of illegally 
dumping hazardous wastes. 

Monday afternoon, shortly af- 
ter tbe protest went on without 
him, Rayyis was walking to his 
car outside a city lab north of 
Chinatown when he was gunned 
down by an unknown assailant. 

Police say Rayyis had just deli- 
vered samples of waste water 
when a suspect confronted him 
on the street and an argument 


broke out. After pumping two 
bullets into Rayyis' chest, the 
gunman drove away in a stolen 
light blue sports car that was 
found abandoned two blocks 
from the lab. 

Police are seeking a 19- to 20- 
year-old Latino seen running 
from the car. They say the killing 
appears to be a “random street 
robbery” even though no money 
was taken from Rayyis. 

But his family and friends — 
pointing to the dangers inherent 
in Rayyis' job and the work he 
did on behalf of the Palestinian 
community — are not discounting 
that his death may have been an 
act of revenge. 

They say Rayyis had received 
two death threats in the past over 
the telephone. The last one came 
shortly before the October, 1985, 
death of Alex Odeh — the re- 
gional director of the American- 
Arab Anti- Discrimination Com- 
mittee — who was killed in a 
bombing at his Santa Ana office. 
The FBI has linked Odeh’s mur- 
der to Jewish extremists, but no 
arrests have ever been made — 
The Los Angeles Times 


Meningitis kills 1,200 in Sudan 


KHARTOUM (R> — More than 
1,200 people, many of them chil- 
dren, have died in a two-month- 
old meningitis epidemic sweeping 
Sudan, according to hedth offi- 
cials. 

In Sudan's heavily populated 
central region, the number of 
cases is rising by 1,000 a week 
although urgentiy needed vac- 
cines and drugs have arrived in 
the country after an appeal for 
outside help, they said. 

The true number of cases is 
certain to be much higher than 
the official tally because the total 
only accounts for victims in hos- 
pital, top epidomoiogist Sadeq 
Mahjoub told Reuters Thursday. 

The situation in Khartoum is 






other parts of the country, Mah- 
joub said. 

Meningitis is an inflamation of 
the membranes surrounding the 
brain and most commonly attacks 
children. 

Mahjoub said private schools, 
nurseries, cinemas and theatres 
were still closed, although local 
authorities had now been asked 
to rescind a March 15 order de- 
claring Khartoum an epidemic 
area. - 

An estimated 2.8 million peo- 
ple in the city had been vaccin- 
ated out of a total population of 
four million, be added. 

Official figures show meningitis 
has killed 1,233 people out of 
18.69S reported cases, with near 




under 14. 

The epidemic, said to be the 
worst to hit Sudan since 1950. is 
still spreading in the poverty- 
stricken central and western re- 
gions. 

Voluntary aid organisations are 
helping to fight the disease and 
Cole Dodge, Sudan representa- 
tive of the U.N. Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) said 4.5 million doses 
of vaccine had arrived. 

UNICEF also imported two 
million needles and syringes for 
use in rural areas and 500,000 
doses of penicillin, he said. 

An initial shortage of vaccines 
and drugs caused by a lack of 
foreign currency is widely be- 
lieved to have hampered efforts 
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Round Trip 


Royal Jordanian is pleased to announce 
the opening of twice weekly service 
to Miami from Amman as of May 3, 1988 
every Tuesday and Thursday. Serving 
the U.S. 14 times weekly with all 
widebody, 3 class flights, Miami is our 
fourth American gateway along with 
New York, Chicago and Los Angeles. 
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Iran shifts from Gulf to Europe 
to buy petroleum products 


BAHRAIN (R) — Iran, its refineries smashed by 
war and its ties with Arab neighbours crumbling, is 
moving away from clandestine Gulf sources to buy 
refined products in Europe, regional oil traders said. 


“A supply of gas oil and 
kerosene to Iran on three large, 
tankers from northwest Europe 
since last March indicates a clear 
policy change,” a Gulf-based oil 
trader said. 

Despite some diverse buying 
from Singapore to the Carribean, 
Iran has relied heavily on refined 
products spirited out of Gulf 
Arab states which support its war 
enemy Iraq. 

Oil industry sources say a 
switch to Europe would make 
sense if Iran feared its deteriorat- 
ing relations with Gulf states 
could choke off supplies. 

("The Iranians) are either de- 
manding more products or they 
do not want to rely too heavily on 
Gulf sources after Saudi Arabia 
broke diplomatic relations,'* one 
said. 


Riyadh severed diplomatic ties 
with Iran on April 27. Saudi 
anger has risen since riots last 
July in the Muslim holy city of 
Mecca which killed more than 
400 people, mostly Iranians. 

Iranian attacks on Saudi ships, 
on Kuwait and on a United Arab 
Emirates oil platform, and 
Tehran’s refusal to accept limits 
on the number of pilgrims who 
can attend this year’s Mecca pil- 
grimage. have further soured re- 
lations in the Gulf. 

Traders said Gulf Arabs did 
not sell refined products directly 
to Iran but international oil com- 
panies did. 

Companies often supplied Iran 
via reprocessing agreements with 
Far Eastern refineries or in a 
products-for-crude swap. 

But most bought refined pro- 


ducts from Gulf refineries for 
Iran. Freight costs were a fraction 
of those from other areas, but 
traders said Gulf refiners charged 
above market rates for spot pro- 
duos bound for Iran. 

Iran mainly imports gas oil for 
truck and tank diesel engines, 
kerosene for jets and for heating 
and small volumes of gasoline for 
cars. 

It needs between 200,000 and 

400.000 barrels per day (b/d) to 
fuel its economy and war 
machine, traders estimate. Local 
demand for oil products is around 

800.000 b/d. 

Iraq has wrecked two-thirds of 
Iran's pre-war 1.3 million b/d 
refining capacity in raids aimed at 
choking Tehran's ability to wage 
war. 

Iran’s local refining capacity is 
now estimated at around 400,000 
b/d with its main Tabriz and 
Tehran refineries either out of 
action or on reduced operation. 

Iran in the past two months 
Chartered two large tankers, nor- 


mally used to carry crude, 
through a European-based oil- 
trading firm to carry gas oQ from 
Europe's refining centre near 
Rotterdam. 

Traders said gas oil was cheap- 
er when moved in large volumes. 

In London, tanker brokers said 
Iran had entered the market in 
search of a large vessel to carry 
gasoil in May to its Hormuz oil 
terminal at the Gulf entrance. 

However, Gulf oil traders said 
they did not expect the flow of oil 
products to Iran from Arab 
sources to dry up at once. 

“It will continue as long as the 
economics work and there is no 
ban by Gulf states,” one trader 
said. 

Traders said some Gulf pro- 
ducers asked no questions about 
where products went, but others 
were very strict. 

“If you were caught delivering 
products from some Gulf states to 
Iran you might get your fingers 
burnt,” an oil trader said. 


Egypt expected to scrape through 
latest IMF requests, debt crisis 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt is caught in 
a textbook squeeze between the 
need for austerity and fears of 
sociil unrest, but President Hosni 
Mubarak's government is set to 
scrape through a looming econo- 
mic crisis. 

Talks with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) on a $32 5- 
million credit package appear 
deadlocked over fund demands 
that Cairo speeds up the pace of 
economic reform. 

And time is running out for 
Egypt to hammer out $1 3. billion 
in stalled debt reschedulings with 
seven Western nations including 
Japan and Britain before a June 
30 deadline. 

But Western diplomats believe 
Cairo, saddled with $43 billion of 
foreign debt, will probably wrest 
concessions from the IMF, re- 
lying heavily on the knowledge 
Western nations will tread care- 
fully to avoid destabilising a key 
Middle East ally. 

“There must be doubts 
whether the technical conditions 
of the IMF deal can be met,” one 
embassy economist said. “But 
that does not mean the entire 
relationship has broken down. 
There may be scope for trying to 
patch together another agree- 
ment.” 

Another said: “The fund is 
much more supple with a country 
like this which has vital strategic 
importance — though it is press- 
ing the Egyptians to get their 
economy in order." 

Economists in Cario say the 
18-month IMF accord signed in 
May 1987 can best be described 


as moribund. A new IMF mission 
to Egypt is set for May 21 . monet- 
ary sources in Washington said. 

Egypt has responded to some 
fund demands, streamlining its 
foreign exchange system and gra- 
dually raising the subsidised 
prices of electricity, telephone 
calls, fuel and other services. 

But the IMF wants swifter, 
broader reforms and has withheld 
payments of credits totalling 
more than $150 million. 

That in turn threatens to block 
a move to approach the Paris 
Club which groups Western cre- 
ditor nations, to reschedule a 
second batch of debt falling due 
between July 1 and the end of 
1989. 

Exchange rate reform 

A main sticking point with the 
IMF remains exchange rate re- 
form, with the fund urging 
Mubarak's government to abolish 
an artificial rate of 0.70 pounds to 
the dollar used to finance imports 
of vital foods such as wheat, flour' 
and sugar. 

That rate is three times below 
official market rates of about 2.25 
pounds to the dollar, but its 
abolition would cause prices to 
soar and remove what is a heavy 
hidden subsidy. 

Gradual process 

Prime Minister Atef Sedki 
underlined Cairo's position last 
week when he said the IMF 
wanted immediate reforms while 
Egypt sought to implement them 
gradually. 

He said he was not against the 


principle of abolishing the 0.70 
rate — but progressively. 

In remarks published in the 
Journal d'Egypte , Sedki said: 
“We have asked to proceed in 
steps over 10 years. We're stOl 
negotiating the point...” 

He summed up a cabinet 
balancing act, saying: “Our eco- 
nomic progress will be slow be- 
cause we want everything at once 
— to safeguard democratic liber- 
ties and ensure greater social 
justice while also waging the main 
battle, of development.” 

Diplomats say other tricky 
points of negotiation before the 
IMF package can be reactivated 
or new targets set include a. fund 
demand to raise energy prices at 
least fourfold to nearer world 
levels, increase interest rates and 
cut the budget deficit. 

One West European diplomat 
predicted the IMF may be ready 
to endorse new Egyptian econo- 
mic measures within three 
months provided it can reach 
agreement with Paris Club credi- 
tors 

Political instability 

“On the one hand, you have 
the purely economic viewpoint 
that Egypt has not fulfilled the 
fund’s conditions,” he said. 

“Then you have the politics of 
the matter. Both sides know that 
Western countries have interest 
in not being too severe with 
Egypt” be added. 

Egypt relies heavily on U.S. 
and West European fears of in- 
stability in its continual search for 
economic support. 


China announces 
food subsidies 
for urban 
residents 

PEKING (R) — China 
announced food subsidies for 
most of its 200 million city dwel- 
lers Thursday but warned at the 
same time that food prices were 
likely to continue rising. 

The official New China News 
Agency said state employees, stu- 
dents in higher education and 
retired people would receive up 
to 10 yuan ($2.7) monthly, start- 
ing in May, to bny what it called 
“non-staple foods.” 

Ten yuan is more than 12 per 
cent of the average monthly wage 
of many state workers. 

Announcing “another major 
development,” however, the 
agency said the state would no 
longer set the sale price of veget- 
ables, eggs, pork and sugar — all 
defined as “non-staple” foods. 

The agency did not give precise 
details but implied that market 
forces and local governments 
would control the prices of these 
foods, leading to further rises. 

At present, the four items are 
heavily subsidised by the state. 

China's newly appointed pre- 
mier Li Peng has pinpointed in- 
flation as the country’s biggest 
problem and the official media 
have voiced many complaints 
from city people whose already 
meagre standard of living has 
been eroded by price increases. 

Inflation is running at an aver- 
age of an annual 11 per cent this 
year but the cost of food is going 
up even faster. Prices of veget- 
ables in Peking rose by 40 per 
cent last year. 
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MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS 
GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 

ADVERTISEMENT 
Central Tender No. 31/88 

(Amman-Naur-Dead Sea Road: Section 3) 

Contractors who have been previously requalified for the 
construction of this project are invited to collect tender 
documents, starting April 21. 1989. according to the 
following conditions: 

1. Scope ol work: 

The project consists of 7.5 km. four-lane, starting at the 
end of Naur by-pass, and ending near Adassiah village 
passing the deserted section of the Naur-Dead Sea 
Road 

2. The project is imanced by an USAID grant. 

3. Cost of first copy of tender documents is. JD 300. No 
refunds will be made. 

Cost of Ihe second copy of documents is JD (120). 

4. Las! date for purchase of documents is May 1 4th 1 988. 

5. Pre-tender meeting shall be held at the Ministry of 
Public Works on Thursday May 12. 1988. 

6. Tenders shall be submitted before 1:30 afternoon on 
Saturday May 28. 1988 at the Government Tenders 
Directorate in Amman. 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
Director, Government Tenders Directorate 



GENERAL MANAGER WANTED 

With high qualifications, excellent command of English 
and Arabic, to work with a private company in Amman. 

Those interested send C.V. and references to Mr. 
W.M* P.O. Box 925721 


Invitation for Bids 
from the Government Tenders 
Directorate 

Tender Nos. 47/88 } 55/88, 

61/88 and 62/88 

The Government Tenders Directorate in the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan invites experienced contractors from 
member countries of the World Bank, Switzerland and 
Taiwan/China and local contractors who have been 
prequalified by the Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
as first or second class water and sewerage to submit 
their offers for the following tenders: 

1- Tender No. 47/88 North Water General Contract 

2- Tender No. 55/88 Middle Water General Contract 

3- Tender No. 61/88 Amman Water General Contract 

4- Tender No. 62/88 South Water General Contract 

Tender documents are obtainable against the payment of 
a non-refundable sum of JD 150 each from the Tenders 
Department at the Water Authority main office, Amman. 
Bids are due at the Government Tenders Directorate/ 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing not later than 1330 
hours Jordan focal time on Wednesday, 8/6/1988. 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
Director, Government Tenders Directorate 


CBJ official clarifies 
view on interest rates 


AMMAN (J.T.J — In a report on 
the seminar on interest rate liber- 
alisation published Thursday, the 
Jordan Times misreponed state- 
ments made by Dr. Umayya Tou- 
qan, head of research and studies 
department at the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ). 

In fact, the mis reporting re- 
sulted from confusing Dr. Tou- 
qan’s statements with those made 
by another of the over a dozen 
speakers on the subject of in- 
terest rates liberalisation. 

The following is the correct 
summary of Dr. Touqan's state- 
ments. The Jordan Tunes regrets 
this inadvertent error and hopes 
the summary below sets the re- 
cord straight: 

CBJ's Touqan pointed out that 
deregulation in the U.S. seems to 
have resulted from the competi- 
tive and innovative behaviour of 
the U.S. commercial banking 
system. 

In contrast, he said, the debate 


in Jordan on liberalisation seems 
to be led by the central bank. He 
emphasised that the primary con- 
cern of the CBJ as the deputy 
governor of the bank stated in his 
opening remarks is to maintain 
sound banking and financial sys- 
tems in Jordan. 

He said that according to stu- 
dies on Jordan’s financial system 
conducted at the CBJ, “higher 
interest rates in the Kingdom may 
not have an appreciable impact 
on savings but may have some 
impact on the exchange rate of 
the Jordan dinar.” 

Touqan said that the existing 
theoretical knowledge on the im- 
pact of interest rate liberalisation 
on the level of economic activity 
and bank profitability does not 
give unambiguous guidance. 
Some indication of the direction 
if not the magnitude of the im- 
pact. according to Touqan. can 
be inferred only from empirical 
evidence. 


South and North Yemen 
to start joint oil exploration 


ADEN (R) — South and North 
Yemen have agreed on a joint 
exploration for oil in their border 
region following a South Yemeni 
leader’s visit to Sanaa, newspap- 
ers reported Thursday. 

Ali Salem A1 Baidb, secretary- 
general of the ruling Marxist 
Socialist Party, returned home 
Wednesday after signing agree- 
ments with North Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh aimed at 
uniting the states. 

Oil in commercial quantities 
was discovered in both Yemens in 


recent years. North Yemen’s oil- 
fields as Ma'rib are only 200 
kilometres away from the south’s 
Shabwa fields. 

Aden newspapers, reporting 
details of the agreement, said the 
two bad agreed to Leave a 2,200 
square kilometres area between 
each other's oilfields free of milit- 
ary installations. 

It said a joint committee would 
mark the border and oil ministers 
from both countries would make 
arrangements for the exploration. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.8660/70 

U.S . dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.2320/30 

Canadian dollar 

1.6785/90 

Deutschemarks 

1.8826/31 

Dutch guilders 

1.3995/05 

Swiss francs 

35.10/15 

Belgian francs 

5.7070/7120 

French francs 

1252/1253 

Italian lire 

124.60/70 

Japanese yen 

5.S800/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.1610/60 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4760/4810 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 444.50/445.00 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Shares staged a mild recovery but closed easier in 
most sectors with brokers saying the market had outperformed 
earlier expectations. The AU Ordinaries index fell 1.8 points to 
1,422.5. 

TOKYO — The market ended down following Wall Street’s 
overnight decline and in the absence of fresh positive factors. The 
Nikkei index fell 135.33 points, or 0.49 per cent, to 27,534.39. 
HONG KONG — Shares prices finished a volatile session 
marginally lower with buying interest not sustained. The Hang 
Seng index lost 6.18 points to close at 2,571.74. 

SINGAPORE — The marker dosed narrowly mixed after 
speculative buying alternated with bouts of profit-taking. The 
Straits Times industrial index rose 0.28 to 976.06. 

BOMBAY — Prices rallied strongly in brisk trading for the new 
two- week account, bolstered by the authorities' decision to 
double the permitted ceiling on carry-forwards business. Tata 
Steel rose 8.75 rupees to 707.5. 

FRANKFURT — Prices closed little changed from Thursday after 
early weakness prompted bargain-hunting. The Commerzbank 
index, calculated at mid-session, fell 10 to 1.343.2. 

ZURICH — The exchange closed little changed on moderate 
volume, with investors reluctant to take fresh positions before 
U.S. job figures. The Swiss index fell 2.9 to 809.2. 

PARIS — Prices ended firmer in moderately active trading as 
foreign buying reversed the falls of most the day. 


Fed faces dilemma on interest rates 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Federal Reserve (Fed) could 
soon face a dilemma: Raise in- 
terest rates while financial mar- 
kets are still jittery, or hold back 
and risk its reputation as an infla- 
tion-fighter, economists and Fed 
officials said Thursday. 

After a string of statistics show- 
ing a surprisingly strong eco- 
nomy, pressure is mounting on 
Wall Street and among some Fed 
officials for the central bank to 
make a pre-emptive strike against 
the inflation if Friday’s employ- 
ment report for ’April-' shows 1 ** 
further tightening tn the labour 
market. 

American businesses have 
already hired a million workers 
this year, reducing the jobless 
rate to a nine-year tow of 5.6 per 
cent, and economists estimate 
that another 250,000 jobs were 
created last month. 

Most economists assume that, 
barring an exceptionally weak 
employment report, the Fed will 
tighten its grip on credit to pre- 
vent the economy from over- 
heating. 

“It's inevitable that they will do 


something. The question is how 
aggressive they will be,” said 
Steve Slifer, an economist with 
Shearson Hutton Lehman bic. in 
New York. 

A lot rides this election year on 
how Fed Chairman Alan Greens- 
pan will answer that question. 

Economists say Greenspan 
needs to raise shot-term interest 
rates high enough to allay the 
bond markets' fear of inflation 
and thus halt the recent rise in 
long-term interest rates, which 
are crucial for business invest- 
'-ment and housing. •* 

Thirty-year bond yields have 
risen steadily in recent weeks and 
are now around 9.1 per cent, the 
year's high. 

But if Greenspan damped 
down on credit too drastically, 
bank lending rates would rise, 
consumer spending would be 
squeezed and the economy, now 
in its 66th consecutive month of 
growth, could be headed for a 
tumble by November's election. 

Greenspan is expected to in- 
itially raise the important Fed 
funds rate, the rate on overnight 
bank loans, to seven per cent or 


A 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FDR RENT 


220 sq. metres apartment, located in Shmeisani, in 
the Tyche Hotel area. Fully furnished, very good 
condition. Available for rent for one year. 

For more information, please call 672669. 
Every day from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


so from the current range of 6% 
to 6%. 

But some Fed staffers say more 
urgent steps are needed, includ- 
ing a possible increase in the six 
per cent discount rate, the fee the 
Fed charges banks for emergency 
loans. 

The Fed raised the Fed funds 
rate by about a quarter point in 
March, but the move was for too 
small to cool the economy, one 
official said. 

Although a discount rate in- 
crease is unlikely just yet, -the 
very fact that it is being discussed 
underscores the central bank’s 
concern about the Inflation, offi- 
cials said. 

Chief White Home economist 
and sometime Fed critic Beryl 
Sprinkel was asked by reporters 
Wednesday how he would react 
to a discount rate increase. 

Far from dismissing the idea, 
Sprinkel said it would not unduly 
bother him as lone as the Fed kept 
the money supply growing at a 
moderate pace. 

Expectations of tighter monet- 
ary policy have been fuelled by 
fighting talk recently from Fed 
officials, who insisted that current 
inflation of 3V5 to four per cent is 
too high. 

Officials do not fear runaway 
inflation, but they worry that 
prices will creep up insidiously 



Alan Greenspan 

and get built into the economy's 
wage and cost structure. By that 
time, it would be too late to get 
the inflation genie back in the 
bottle. 

With many industries running 
flat out to meet booming export 
orders as well as a rebound in 
domestic consumer spending 
since October’s stock market 
crash, evidence is pouring in that 
firms are using the opportunity to 
raise prices. 

“It would tend to make 
Greenspan uneasy ,” said David 
Jones of Aubrey G. Lanstosn . 


India signs contract for 
U.S. supercomputer 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
Thursday formally signed a con- 
tract to buy an advanced U.S.- 
made supercomputer to improve 
monsoon research and forecast- 



ARAB1AN FOOT CARE CENTRE (CHIROPODY) 

The List of its kind In the Middle East 
The centre opens its doors to receive its visitors and introduce 
them to all kinds of facilities concerning foot problems. 

* The centre removes the dry, dead skin piled on the foot. 

* Treats corns in their different and difficult forms and gets rid of them 
without pain. 

* Straightens fingernails that grow unnaturally. 

* Puts artificial nails instead of the broken ones. 

* Treats athletes feet with special herbs and ointments. 

* Uses special cushions and brushes for foot and nail relaxation. 

* Cares for the beauty of the nails and feet by special massages. 

The centre is under direction and supervision of trained specialists in W. 
Germany. 

Amman, Jabal Al Hussein / Al Razi St. 95/ across De La 
Salle College 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Tel. 653870 


ing, a government statement said. 

The statement said the contract 
signed in the Indian capital with 
Cray Research Inc, of Minneapo- 
lis, Minnesota would allow India 
to buy an XMF-14 supercom- 
puter. 

The U.S. government signed 
an agreement with India in Octo- 
ber 1987 providing for the purch- 
ase of the supercomputer. The 
agreement followed two years of 
negotiations. 

The sale would make India, 
whose chief arms supplier is the 
Soviet Union, the first country 
not a U.S. ally to receive such 
sophisticated supercomputer 
technology. 


EMPLOYEES 

NEEDED 

M One Restaurant needs: 
Western food cook 1 
Waitress i 
Waiter 1 

For Infer, call 821177 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


SOUL MAN 


Pcrfornuoco 3:20. 5:15. H:4 4! , 10:45 



Cinema - 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


The Sailor Who Fell From Grace 
With the Sea 
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C,nema NIJOUM CIN EMA « Formerly Opero» j 


3 DAYS OF 
THE CONDOR 

IVifi m w aop J-M). 5.15. K;45. HM< . . 
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Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677421 


FORPLAY 
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AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL 


-‘TV BALL 


KID PITCH 


Wang 20 ' 
Mr. -Chips -12 


Danish Dairy- 30 
Tom & Jerry 18 


COACH PITCH 


Jordan Express 35 - 
,N,E;CC. 26 
Nasbashihi/Ebbmi 39 


G.E.M.T. 15 
A1 Ahlyah 15 
Arab Bank 18 


3.W.M. 26 
Marriott 19 
Samar 5 


Cairo- A mm an Bank 4 
Wes ting house 10 


D.H.L. 6 
Seiko 4 
Ericsson 2 

SOFTBALL 

Pirelli 7 
Volvo 2 
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£ A quiet moment in the outfield for a Danish Dairy youngster 

aj 
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; 9 A . ; 

' £ 9532 
- ♦A Q 10 75 3 
-WEST -- EAST ••• 

,-** K 10 8 4^J 95 

EfeB j;t s msuMA* -:r. 


0-J8T4 0 10 : ■ 

♦~2 

- SOUTH- • - • 

9 A 0 6 4 3 

- 9 K74- ' 

vAKt 

♦ K 6 
The bidding: 

Sooth West. North East 

1 9 Pass 2 9 Pass 

3 NT ’ Pms - Past Pass - 

■ Opening lead: Queen of- 1 ? 

Just because a line of play has a 
high probability doesn't, mean that 
it must succeed. Conversely, long 
shots do come in once in- a while, 
and you' should consider, that 
possibility. 

South's jump to .three no trump 
showed a band stronger than an 
original one no trump opening bid. 
Despite his six-card suh, North had 
nothing to add to the auction. 

After West's natural lead of the 
top of his broken sequence was won 
in dummy perforce, declarer was de- 


lighted with bis prospects. While bis 
only entry to the dubs had been re 
moved at trick one, he had a better 
than 73 percent chance of bringing 
in the suit (all 3-2 breaks plus the 
possibility of .a singleton jack in ei- 
ther defender's hand). And if dubs 
did not behave, he could always fall, 
feck-on ihe specfe finesse. So he gai- 
ly led a dub to the king and contin- 
ued with another club, only to find 
that, when West showed out and the 
spade finesse failed, the contract 
was irretrievably lost. 

- Declarer missed an additional 
chance for his contract. Have you 
spotted it? 

If- declarer can develop three 
tricks from the diamond suit, he has 
nine regardless of what happens in 
dubs and spades. That can be man- 
aged .if diamonds break 3-3, or if 
East started with two of the three 
missing honors in . the suit 
unguarded. 

At trick two declarer should have 
led a diamond to the king and con- 
tinued with the ace. As the cards lie, 
the contract is now assured. Declar- 
er amply continues whir the suit, 
going in with the table's nine if West 
follows Tow to the third lead. Tb 2 t 
would have brought in the contract 
for a substantial profit. 


A Tom and Jerry batter, takes the first swings of his career. 
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From the Caned Righter Institute 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
may feel a bit flustered by too many 
things happening at one time to- 
day, so step back and get a breath 
before attempting any major pro- 
jects. Being around good friends 
tonight will improve your mood. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 1® Don't 
get involved in a hair-brained 
scheme orchestrated by a new ac- 
quaintance. Don't allow anyone to 
make you lose your temper. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Don't make any radical changes un- 
til you have analyzed all the conse- 
quences. Public matters should be 
handled during the evening. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) It 
is very important that you keep a 
promise you have made, even if it 
seems rather boring. Be patienL 
with your mate this evening. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JaL 21) If you allow a co-worker to 
get your dander up. you will be in 
a bad mood all day. Be sure to obey 
all regulations that apply to you. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) You may 
be tempted to start an argument at 
work, but doing so would ruin your 
reputation. Pay particular attention 
to the state of your health. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Postpone an entertainment today. 


as you have many more important 
things to Lake care of. Go along 
with the wishes of your mate. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) 
Avoid being sarcastic to a business 
partner this morning. Get together 
with friends tonight, bat be sure to 
drive with the utmost care. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Think twice, then Lhree times, 
before spending a lot of money to- 
day. This would be a good night to 
entertain a group of friends. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Be certain of the facta and 
figures before you follow the advice 
of an expert. Enjoy a favorite hob- 
by with a friend this evening. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Don’t allow a secret worry to pre- 
vent you from keeping a promise 
you have made. If your property 
needs repairs, make them now. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
A new acquaintance could waste 
much of your valuable time if you 
allow it. Go out on the town with 
your friends this evening. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) This 
might be a nice time to do some 
sightseeing with your mate, but be 
sure to take care of all your 
business responsibilities Grat. 


THE Daily Crossword by Martha J. De Wht 


“Lettuce is too expensive this 
week, so I’m making my salad out 
of ice cream, fudge and whipped 
cream." 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter (o each square, (o form 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Hemi Arnold and Bob Lee 

This should keep 'em out 


LOPNY 


HECAF 


CUBLEK 


FLIDED 


WHAT BARBEE? 
WIRE WAS FIRST 
USEE? FOR. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


•w-"-* LOLXXXiJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

- | Jumbles; HEAVY JOLLY NESTLE BEGONE 

f “ a ' S Answer What kind of an environment did he by to 
( Answer ^ ^ (afnfly? _ A “STABLc ONE 


ACROSS 
1 Scorched 
8 Aladdin's 
treasure 
10 Hurried 

14 Land — 
(listen) 

15 Sherbets 

16 Aura 

17 Writing paper 

19 Emerald Isle 

20 River Islet 

21 State (irmly 

22 Fold 
24 Erudite 

26 Bewitch 

27 Charged 
pert Ida 

28 Invent 

29 Thee period 
32 Black varnish 
35 Sped Into 

fpfCQ 

37 Prayer word 

38 Skins - 

40 City on the 
Truck es 

41 Home lien 

43 Pub game 

44 Use the 
slopes 

45 Over 

48 Period 

47 Contusing 
passages 

49 Screwballs 
63 Antenna 

55 Sphere 

56 LokTs 
daughter 

57 “Do — 
others 

58 Motlonleas 

61 Tied 

62 River to the 
Seine 

63 Prize 

64 A Bor's cousin 

65 Headland 
86 Beef on the 

hoot 

DOWN 

1 Fundamental 

2 Loosen 

3 Lasso 

4 — King Cole 



MeuiritHjnaMveuSemcm. me. 

AII Rlgnis RnarvM 


5 VHa at 
Verealltos 

6 Ruled 

7 Maple genus 

8 Debussy's 
“La — " 

9 Media 

10 Describing 
some hosiery 

11 Certain 
variable 

12 Yale students 

13 Over 
18 Kiln 

23 Foul-smelling 
25 Laughing 
28 Not cordial 
28 Crawl 

30 Landlord's 

concern 

31 Pothers 

32 Preserves 

33 in a frenzy 

34 Boundary 
36 Poetry muse 
36 City on the 

Passaic 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnnon nnnn 
noun naocin nnnn 
□Finn nnnnn nnno 
nrannnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnna noma 
nnnnrannnnrannnnnni 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
□nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnn 
□nnnnnnooQnnHn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn phjd 


39 Conceits 

42 Stare 

43 Small servings 

48 Sp. painter 

48 By oneself 
48 Pearly — 

50 Chicago's 
airport 


51 Short 

52 Mora cunning 

53 Combustible 

matter 

54 Begrudge 
56 Opera voice 

59 Bow lor one 

60 Almond 


Argentina 
beats Israel 

BUENOS AIRES. Argentina 
(AP) — Argentina defeated 
Israel 2-0 in second-round ac- 
tion of the South American 
Junior's Soccer Championship 
in a match marred by about 20 
spectators who waved a banner 
with a swastika and chanted 
anti-Semitic slogans. 

I Several youths also threw 
I stones aod a bottle at a line 
i judge and tossed a projectile 
toward the Israel bench bnt 
there were no arrests. No one 
was injured am) play resumed 
15 minutes later Wednesday 
night at Velez Sarsfleld stadium 
without further incident. 

Argentina with its win tops 
the Group A standings and 
Brazil leads Group B in regional 
elimination play that continues 
through May 25. Participants 
also include teams from Para- 
guay, Chile, Peru, Venezuela, 
Uruguay. Colombia, Ecuador, 
Bolivia and Israel. 

Israel was included in this 
region of the World Junior's 
soccer louraanienl by the Inter- 
national Soccer Federation 
(FIFA) following objections by 
Arab countries. 

The World Junior’s Soccer 
Championship will be held in 
January in Saudi Arabia. 


Welsh to 
fight against 
foreign players’ 
restrictions 

CARDIFF, Wales (AP) — 
Welsh soccer officials said 
Thursday they would fight new 
rules restricting the number of 
foreign players allowed on a 
dub for European Cup tourna- 
ments. 

Alun Evans, the Welsh Foot- 
ball Association secretary, said 
be would take up the controver- 
sial ruling at the UEFA con- 
gress in Munich next month. 

“I think it will be a disaster 
for Welsh dubs and it will do 
the national team no good 
either,” Evans said. “We in- 
tend to ask UEFA to look at this 
again.” 

The executive board of 
UEFA, European soccer's gov- 
erning body, ruled this week 
that dubs would be allowed 
only four foreigners in the 
Champions Cnp, Cup winners 
Cup and UEFA Cup tourna- 
ments beginning in 1991. 

English, Scottish, Irish and 
Welsh players would be re- 
garded as foreigners if they 
play for a dub outside their 
own nation, UEFA said. 

Tbat will seriously effect 
Welsh dubs who qualify for the 
Cupwinners Cup by virtue of 
winning the Welsh Cup. Welsh 
teams rely heavily on players 
from the other borne countries. 

“This is going to hit our 
dubs far more heavily than 
Scotland or Ireland,” Evans 
said. “Our dubs play in the 
(English) Football League and 
are used to trading with En- 
glish players.” 


Juventus seeks to stop Milan’s 
rally on Italian League title 


By Reuters 

JUVENTUS, who with their Welsh forward Ian 
Rush striking form are battling to stay in European 
soccer after 25 uninterrupted seasons, could be the 
team to arrest AC Milan’s march on the Italian 
League title Sunday. 


Milan, inspired by an outstand- 
ing Ruud Gullit, snatched the 
league lead from Diego Marado- 
na's champions Napoli for the 
first time this season with a scin- 
tillating 3-2 victory in Naples last 
week. 

The win put them one point 
ahead of Napoli, whose misfor- 
tunes have mounted with an in- 
jury to Maradona ahead of their 
game at Fiorentina. Milan, with 
home advantage Sunday, will de- 
finitely be without their captain 
Franco Barest*, who is suspended. 

Juventus have summoned a 
late rally from a highly troubled 
season and now have their sights 
set firmly on a UEFA Cup place' 
in Europe next year. They are 
sixth in the league, equal on 30 
points with Intemazionale. 

Rush is finally showing some- 
thing of the finishing power that 
made him such a force with Eng- 
land's Liverpool. He has scored 
three goals in the last four league 
matches and is in the mood to 
erase the memory of two bad 
misses when Juventus lost 1-0 to 
Milan at home. 

“They were the most incredible 
mistakes I’ve made since I started 
playing in Italy. But now we're 
hoping for revenge,” Rush said. 

Napoli travel away to ninth- 
placed Fiorentina desperate to 
inn but with the nightmare of 


defeat to Milan heightened by a 
thigh muscle injury to Maradona 
which the dub doctor says is 
almost certain to keep him out of 
tire match. 

The last day of the season. May 
15. could well decide the title race 
with Napoli at home to Samp- 
doria. currently fourth, and 
Milan away to relegation- 
threatened Como. 

In France, league leaders 
Monaco, poised to take their first 
title in six years, travel to ninth- 
placed Nantes in their search for 
the last few points needed to 
confirm their crown. 

Five points dear of Bordeaux 
with five games left, Monaco 
require six more to be sure of 
winning the league. 

Their success this season has 
been founded to a large extent on 
the influence of English imports 
Glenn Hoddle and Mark Hateley 
but the partnership may break up 
before next season. 

Monaco have confirmed they 
will consider a bid from Samp- 
doria for striker Hateley. 

Most of the other major league 
title races in Europe have been 
settled. 

With Werder Bremen first divi- 
sion champions in West Germany 
with three games still to go. in- 
terest now focuses on who will 
take second place. 


Last year's champions Bayern 
Munich have occupied second 
place for much of the current 
season and now have 43 (joints, 
just one ahead of third-placed 
Cologne. 

Bayern play Bayer Uerdingen 
Saturday while Cologne face 
Werder Bremen, who clinched 
the title Tuesday night with a 
70tb-minute goal by Karl-Heinz 
Riedle against Eintracht Frank- 
fun. 

Spain's Espanol. a club 
“chosen for glory” according to 
one Spanish newspaper after 
their 3-0 win over Bayer Lever- 
kusen in the first leg of the UEFA 
Cup final Wednesday night, have 
a home encounter at the weekend 
against bottom-placed Saba dell. 

Even a win will leave Espanol 
well down the table. They cur- 
rently stand sixth from bottom 26 
points below champions Rea! 
Madrid, a position blamed partly 
by coach Javier Clemente on the 
rigours of the UEFA Cup. 

UEFA Cup places are at stake 
this weekend, with third-placed 
Atletico Madrid and fourth- 
placed Athletic Bilbao, equal on 
43 points, needing just one more 
point from three remaining 
league games to be sure of a place 
in the competition. 

Atletico are away to Valencia, 
where they have not won for four 
seasons, while Athletic are at 
home to Cadiz, who have never 
won in Bilbao. 

Champions Real Madrid, at 
home to Real Murcia, will be 
without goalkeeper Francisco 
Buyo suspended for a match hav- 
ing been shown four yellow cards. 


Edberg, Gomez reach Champions’ 3rd round 


NEW YORK (R) — Top-seed 
Stefan Edberg of Sweden has had 
to work much too hard to reach 
the third round of the $677,500- 
dollar tournament of Champions, 
while second-seed Andres 
Gomez continued to coast. 

Gomez, the defending cham- 
pion from Ecuador, bad both his 
baseline and net games working 
Wednesday, as he dominated 
Horatio de la Pena of Argentina 
6-2, 6-1 in a 55-minute battle of 
day court specialists. 

...Gomez, who said he enjoys 
playing on the Forest Hills clay 
courts — former home of the 
U.S. Open — masterfully hand- 
led the Argentine's big ropspin 
groundstrokes. 

“It’s probably the first time this 
year I’m happy with my overall 


game.” said Gomez. 

Edberg, expected to easily adv- 
ance. struggled for the second 
consecutive day. 

On Tuesday a qualifier nearly 
beat him, and Wednesday Amer- 
ican Marcel Freeman, who failed 
to qualify for the tournament but 
became a last-minute substitute, 
threatened the world number 
three before Edberg prevailed 
7-6, 7-5. 

Two seeds fell in second round 
action Wednesday. American 
Jimmy Brown ousted 10th 
seeded countryman Eliot Telt- 
scher 6-2, 6-1, and Spain’s Alber- 
to Tous eliminated 14th-seed Kel- 
ly Evemden of New' Zealand 7-6, 
6 - 1 . 

Two first-round upset winners 


continued to advance. Uruguay's 
Diego Perez, who stunned 
fourth-seed John McEnroe, beat 
West Germany's Damir Keretic 
in straight sets and Israel's Gilad 
Bloom, who Monday downed 
third seeded Argentine Martin 
Jaite, rallied from a set down to 
beat American Richey Reneburg. 

Sixth seeded Swede Mikael 
Pemfors took three sets to beat 
American Bill Scanlon and I5th- 
seed Milan Srejber of Czechoslo- 
vakia took three sets to beat 
American Sammy Giammalva. 

On Tuesday, Edberg barely 
won his first-round match with 
American qualifier John Ross. 
He lost a first set tiebreak and 
had to win a second set tiebreak 
to force a third set. 


Court dismisses charges against IAAF in Budd case 


LONDON (AP) — A private suit 
accusing track's worldwide gov- 
erning body of blackmailing Brit- 
ish authorities over Zola Budd's 
eligibility has been dismissed by a 
London court. 

Magistrate Jeremy Connor 
ruled Thursday that there were 
no reasonable grounds to issue a 
summons against the Internation- 
al Amateur Athletics Federation 


(IAAF) sought by Norris 
McWhirter, a former sprinter and 
the founder of the Guiness Book 
of World Records. 

McWhirter, chairman of the 
Freedom Association, a right- 
wing pressure group, said he' 
would consider appealing Con- 
nor’s decision. 

“1 took this action because of 
the unwarranted threats and 


menaces, with the intent to cause 
loss.” McWhirter said. "Every 
citizen has the righr to suppress 
crime which is being committed." 

He brought the action after the 
IAAF told the British Amateur 
Athletics Board (BAAB) to 
either suspend the South Africa- 
born Budd for at least a year for 
violating the spirit of anti-apar- 
theid rules or face penalties it- 
self. 


Peanuts 


HERE'S THE UlORLP WAR I 
FLYING ACE IN HIS 50PWITH 
CAMEL ZOOMING THROUGH THE 
AIR HIGH OVER FRANCE... . 


EVERYTHING TAUGHT TO HIM 
IN TRAINING SUDDENLY 
COMES BACK.. 


LIKE, DON'T"' 
LOOK DOWN ! 



Mutin’ Jeff 


I DID (T. MUTT ! 
I WENT IN AND 
KICKED 7D THE 
BOSS ABOUT MV 
I PAV ! y— 


r GOOD! 
WHAT 
DID YOU 


AND THEN I SAID. 
”1 DON’T SEE WHY 
I SHOULDNT GET 
OUST AS MUCH rH 
Sv AS Mjrrry „ 


r OH -- 
WHAT 
DID HE 


\B SAID Z 
RIGHT! 
HE SAID 
WE WERE 
TWO NICE 
■v BOVS- / 


^-SO VE CALLED THE 
ACCOUNTING DEAURTMBNT 
AND TOLX) THEM TQ CUT 
TEN BUCKS A WEEK&^gr 
OFF YOUR PAY 1 . 





Andy Capp 



THANK HEAVENS 
NOUVE ARRIVED*/ 
FLO. HE HASN'T-^ 
SAIDONEINORO J 
■ WHILE I’VE 
BEEN WAITING “ 
„ FDRNOU . r 


SORRY, ) 

T MUM X* 

(complete 

> SILENCE ^ 
( FLO -NOT 
V EVEN A j 

> 'SHUT -< 

( NOURFACE* 


SHUT 

>VOUR* 

FACE!! 


ANYTHING 

PosSgeT^ 


=a V 
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Death toll in hostage rescue rises to 21; 


troops on alert after Kanaks vow revenge 


Tension hits new peak 
in New Caledonia 


NOUMEA (Agencies) — The military went on alert 
as the death toll from a French military assault to 
rescue 23 hostages held in a secluded cave in this 
Pacific territory rose to 21, officials announced 
Friday. 


France's minister for overseas 
Territories, Bernard Pons, said 
7,000 army and gendarmerie per- 
sonnel were placed on “abso- 
lute alert" following the rescue 
mission Thursday that freed hos- 
tages held by Melanesian separat- 
ists. Gendarmes are police under 
military command- 

The situation appeared calm, 
but the Kanak Socialist National 
Liberation Front (FLNKS), the 
main separatist group, called for 
a 24-hour mobilisation Saturday 
to protest the attack on Ouvea 
island in the Loyalty Islands 
northwest of Noumea, the 
capital. 

Seventeen people, 15 separat- 
ists and two members of the 
assault team, were initially re- 


ported killed in the assault. 

The gendarmerie said Friday 
the bodies of three more Melane- 
sians were found around the cave 
and the presumed chief of the 
captors, Alphonse Dianou, had 
died of wounds, for a total of 21 
fatalities. Five others were in- 
jured. 

The FLNKS statement said the 
death toll showed that the attack 
was “premeditated butchery." 

About 500 Kanaks gathered in 
a poor suburb outside Noumea 
Friday to express solidarity with 
the rebels. 

The meeting took place after 
the FLNKS said the bulled were 
martyrs and threatened all-out 
war in retaliation. 

Two French commandos were 


also killed during the seven-hour 
battle Thursday. 

Organisers of the protest meet-' 
ing called for another rally Friday 
and warned that they might 
march into Noumea “to protest 
against France's colonial war." 

“The French government has 
taken the initiative," separatist 
Raphael Mapou told reporters at 
the ramshackle FLNKS bead- 
quarters. “Nineteen deaths will 
not slow us down.” 

A separatist trade union said it 
was appealing to its 2,000 mem- 
bers, mainly dockers and health 
and air transport workers, to 
stage a 24-hour strike Friday. 

FLNKS leaders said they 
would call on their people to stay 
at home and bring trade to a 
standstill. 

FLNKS leaders called on their 
supporters Thursday to “take up 
the gauntlet against colonialism 
because the hour to fight has 
come.” 



Kanak separatists have isolated large areas of the New Caledonian capital of Noumea 


French removal of secret agent from 
Pacific atoll infuriates New Zealand 


WELLINGTON (R) — Rainbow 
Warrior saboteur Dominique 
Prieur was released from deten- 
tion on a French island in the 
South Pacific and headed for 
home Friday without the consent 
of an angry New Zealand. 

Her sudden departure from 


the sinking of the flagship of the 
Greenpeace environmental orga- 
nisation at Auckland in 1985. 
One crewman was killed. 

The ship was to have led a 
protest fleet to France's nudear 
test zone. 

Mafart was removed from Hao 


Hao atoll infuriated the nation* without New Zealand's consent 
and Prime Minister David Lange in December after complaining of 


made a cryptic comment to repor- 
ters: “When the record of this 
appears, certain matters will be 
disclosed. It's not profitable to go 
into them at the moment.” 

The prime minister will make 
no further comment until after 
the French presidential election 
-Sunday. 

Prieur and fellow-agent Alain 
Mafart received Id- year prison 
terms after pleading guilty to 
sabotage and manslaughter after 


: comment to repor- 


stomach pains. He and Prieur 
were supposed to spend at least 
another year there. 

New Zealand media commen- 
tators said Prieur’s return home 
was a further bid by Prune Minis- 
ter Jacques Chirac to enhance his 
presidential prospects after be 
secured the release of three 
French hostages in Lebanon and 
23 in New Caledonia. 

Prieur and Mafart are both 
regarded as heroes in France. 


3 major disasters 
hit U.S. in 24 hours 


LOS ANGELES <R) — Three 
spectacular fires within 24 hours 
killed three people and left hun- 
dreds injured on Thursday: a 
“towering inferno” in Los 
Angeles, a blast that wrecked a 
Nevada rocket fuel plant and a 
refinery explosion near New 
Orleans. 

The fire in Los Angeles's tallest 
building, the 62-storey first Inter- 
state Bancorp skyscraper, broke 
out Wednesday night only eight 
minutes after employees turned 
off the water ro resume work on 
installing a sprinkler system. 

In a scene reminiscent of the 
film “The Towering Inferno," 
rescue helicopters plucked eight 
people from the roof of the build- 
ing while flames roared from win- 
dows into the night sky and 
broken glass rained down on the 
streets. 

One man was killed and 40 
other people were injured. 

Fuel plant blasts 

Ten hours earlier, three 
thunderous explosions destroyed 
a Henderson, Nevada, plant that 
made fuel for the U.S. space 
shuttle. A company official was 
killed, a handicapped worker was 
missing and 210 people were in- 
jured. 

Reuter reporter Jeff Franks 
said the blasts ruptured a natural 
gas line at the plant. 30 
kilometres sourh of Las Vegas, 
and the gas fed a fire that burned 
for many hours. 

Refinery explosion 

Early Thursday an explosion 
and fire at a Shell oil company 
refinery in Narco. Louisiana, kil- 
led one worker, left five workers 
missing and injured 21 people. 

The fire burned out of control 
for six hours, forcing the evacua- 


tion of 2,800 residents of the 
town, 100 kilometres north of 
New Orleans. 

Officials said they did not know 
what caused the fire but said it 
occurred in a cat cracker conver- 
ter, which is used to separate 
different grades of fuel. 

Los Angeles fire 

The Los Angeles fire destroyed 
the 12th through 15th floors of 
the first Interstate Bancorp build- 
ing. Company officials reported 
millions of dollars in damage. 

The man who died was found 
in a service elevator on the 12th 
floor, where the blaze broke out. 

“The fire burned at about 
2,000 degrees, turning water from 
the hoses into steam," said fire 
chief Donald Manning. “Going 
into the building was like walking 
into a furnace." 

Manning said the damage 
would have been far less severe if 
the building had had a sprinkler 
system. 

Under city law, only high-rise 
buildings built after 1974 must 
install such systems. The first 
interstate building was built in 
1971. 

The company was installing a 
sprinkler system and workers had 
turned oft the water so they could 
resume work on the system when 
the fire broke out. 

The Henderson, Nevada, 
plant, owned by the Pacific En- 
gineering and Production Com- 
pany of Nevada, made ammonia 
perchlorate, an oxidiser used in 
the fuel of the space shuttle’s 
•solid fuel boosters. 

The U.S. Space Agency, said 
the blast was not expected to 
delay the resumption of shuttle 
flights because enough fuel had 
already been manufactured. 


Lange said he had been told 
through “normal diplomatic 
channels” at 9.40 a.m. Friday 
(2140 GMT Thursday) that 
Prieur would be returned to 
France "forthwith." 

A Defence Ministry spokes- 
man in Paris later said Prieur was 
on her way home. 

“We can confirm that Captain 
Prieur is beading back to France 
at this moment," he said. He 
declined to confirm press reports 
she might be pregnant. Lange 
said in December she was 
“labouring under a misconcep- 
tion.” 

A Dutch Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial visited Hao in March at New 
Zealand's expense to check on 
her presence. New Zealand has 
never indicated that his report 
suggested she was pregnant. 

The agents, said by France to 
have acted under government 
orders, were transferred to Hao 
the following year under an 
agreement arranged by United 
Nations Secretary -General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. 

Lange declined to say if France 
had given any justification for 
removing Prieur from the atoll. 

He said New Zealand would 
take up the issue with the French 
after Sunday’s election. 

Greenpeace spokesman Peter 
Whitehouse linked Prieur’s re- 
lease to the freeing of the hos- 
tages in Lebanon and New Cale- 
donia. 

“It will be very interesting if 
Chirac is claiming credit for her 
return," he said. 


Najibullah: 
No military 
solution in 
Afghanistan 


NEW DELHI (R) — Afghan 
President Najibullah declared 
Friday that a military solution. to 
the Afghan war was ftztije but 
warned the Mujahedeen move- ; 
meat who continued to fight that i 
they would be dealt a severe 
blow. 

He told reporters at the end of 
a three-day visit to India that 
government forces had reduced 
their operations in the country, 
convinced there could be no 
military victory. 

“We are reducing these opera- 
tions and resorting to peaceful 
means because our life experi- 
ence has proved the futility of 
resort to military solution," he 
told a news conference. “By 
peaceful means you can get 
quicker and better peace." 

He was hopeful rebels who 
have been fighting the Soviet- 
backed Afghan government m 
Kabul for nine years would also 
recognise the futility of the milit- 
ary option. 

But if the Mujahedeen con- 
tinued to fight, he said, “then the 
forces of the Republic of Afgha- 
nistan are fully prepared to deal 
them heavy and severe blows." 

Under the Geneva accord 
signed last month, the Soviet 
Union is to begin withdrawing its 
estimated 115,000 troops de- 
ployed in Afghanistan from May 
15. 

Some Western analysts have 
predicted that once the Soviet 
troops leave, N&jibullah’s Peo- 
ple's Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan will falL 

The president told reporters 
that by rejecting his offers of 
peace talks, the Mujahedeen 
were isolating themselves and 
committing political suicide. 

However, he hoped moderate 
rebels would join the peace pro- 
cess. 

“We are strongly hopeful that 
we could include with a sense of 
responsibility and also a sense of 
reasonableness those moderate 
groups who in a realistic way are 
for peace," he said. 

Najibullah paid tribute to Lidi- 
a's role in the peace process. 
Relations between the two coun- 
tries had reached a turning point, 
be said, and be had been influ- 
enced by the views of Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

India has been trying in the 
past few months to carve Itself a 
role in the Afghan political pro- 
cess. 

Both Soviet and U.S. officials 
were careful to keep New Delhi 
briefed in the months up to the 
U.N.-brokered agreement in 
Geneva. 

Indian Minister of State for 
External Affairs K. Natwar Singh 
met deposed Afghan King Zahir 
Shah in Rome in February to 
hear his views on a settlement. 


Polish police besiege dock strikers 


GDANSK (AP) — Workers at 
the strikebound Lenin shipyard in 
Gdansk said Friday they expect 
an assault by police who have 
surrounded the facility, where the 
outlawed Solidarity trade union 
was born. 

Meanwhile, workers at a huge 
southern steel mill said a raid by 
riot troops Thursday did not end 
their strike. . 

Poland's Roman Catholic 
Church criticised the police raid 
and said similar action apparently 
was planned against the shipyard 
workers in Gdansk, a Baltic port 
city. 

State-run media estimated that 
about 800 workers remained in- 
side die shipyard Friday morning, 
and said the shipyard director 
warned them to leave or he would 
resort to “other means." The ulti- 
matum was broadcast over louds- 
peakers at the yard overnight. 


“The atmosphere there is bad. 
It’s very tense. You can see they 
are all under great stress," said 
on Pole who emerged from the 
shipyard Friday after spending 
the night.- He said about 2,000 
strikers were inside. 

Hie Communist Party daily 
Trybuna Ludu published ^ leng- 
thy commentary that criticised 
strike leaders but said authorities 
should show patience because 
“the political adventurers again 
are hiding behind the workers' 
backs." 

Polish radio said the Gdansk 
prosecutor’s office has started an 
investigation of strike leaders. 

Hundreds of police armed with 
clubs and sidearms blocked off 
the area around the shipyard and 
surrounded the facility, but police 
presence was smaller than 
Thursday. 

Throughout the night, police 


convoys moved silently through 
the city with lights flashing in a 
show of force. 

A Polish dissident said the gov- 
ernment may be trying to starve ! 
out the Gdansk strikers. The 
police blockade has prevented 
supporters from bringing the 
strikers supplies. 

“It seems they are going to use 
a different scenario than in Nowa 
Huta," said dissident Adam 
Michnik. “They probably want to 
take the shipyard by hunger.” 

Solidarity leader Lecb Walesa 
remained inside the shipyard, the 
birthplace of the Soviet bloc's 
first independent trade union. 

Walesa led a strike at the ship- 
- yard in 1980 that provoked mar- 
tial law and the banning of Soli- 
darity in 1982. He won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1983. He has 
vowed to be the “the last to 
leave" the yard in the current 
strike. 



Norwegian heavy water disappears 


OSLO (AP) — The government 
said 15 tons of Norwegian “heavy 
water,'’ which can be used in 
nuclear reactors and in makin g 
nuclear weapons, was illegally 
diverted in 1983 to an unknown 
destination. c 

The Foreign Ministry said 
Wednesday that its investigation 
had confirmed media reports that 
the shipment, intended for a 
West German firm, did not reach 
its licensed destination of Frank- 
furt. 

The Oslo newspaper Verdens 
Gang reported April 21 that the 
heavy water was flown on a Libe- 
rian-registered West African air- 
lines plane via Basel, Switzer- 


export of heavy water to coun- 
tries that have not signed the 
international Nuclear Non-Pro- 
lification Treaty, including India. 

The ministry said it bad so far 
determined only that the heavy 
water was sent by air freight to 
Basel. 

“The prosecuting authority will 
be requested to start investiga- 
tions in Norway. Via diplomatic 
channels West Germany will be 
asked to do the same in order to 
reveal possible punishable 
offenses,” the ministry said. 

It said the heavy water was sold 
by Norsk Hydro. Norway's only 
producer of heavy water, to the 
West German firm Rohstoff Ein- 


land, to Dubai, then probably to fuhr of Duesseldoif . The ministry 


a nudear reactor in Bombay, 
India. 

Norway does not allow : the 


said the firm had stated that the 
heavy water was for scientific use 
in West Germany. 


“Norsk Hydro and Norwegian 
authorities may have been tricked 
by Rohstoff Eiufuhr, a company 
by Alfred Hempel; a former 
World War n Wehrmacht offic- 
er," the Verdens Gang report 
said. 

It quoted spokesman Helmut 
Swien of Alfred Hempel of Dues- 
seldorf. the parent company of 
Rohstoff Emfuhr, as saying: 
“You must understand that I 
cannot tell you who our custom- 
ers are because of business 


Heavy water, or deuterium ox- 
ide, is used as a coolant in some 
nudear reactors, but it can also 
be used to produce plutonium for 
use in nuclear arms. India has 
several nudear reactors that use 
heavy water. 


Experts group urges superpowers to 
end intervention in regional conflicts 


WASHINGTON (R) — A group 
of U.S. and Soviet experts has 
proposed that the superpowers 
halt military intervention in re- 
gional conflicts. 

The experts acknowledged 
Thursday this would “demand a 
new standard of conduct, a 
dramatic shift in ppe^io^l ptij- 
losophy” and a reversal or long- 
held doctrine in Moscow and 
Washington. 

But they argued “stable 
coexistence requires both the 
U.S. and the USSR to accept the 
outcomes of regional conflicts 
without attempting to impose 
their own preferred political or 
ideological solution by military 
means.” 

Demonstrating the difficulties 
in reaching such an agreement, 
however, the two sides disagreed 
at a press conference over 
whether 40,000 Cubans in Angola 
were Soviet proxy forces. 

The Americans said yes, the 
Soviet officials said no. 


The proposal to end Third 
World military intervention was 
readied as part of a three-year, 
5500,000 study by the USA- 
Canada Institute of the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences and the 
private American Committee on 
U.S.-Soviet Relations. 

In a.repart, they described the 
project as “the first joint U.S.- 
Soviet effort to examine the re- 
quirements of our mutual survival 
and to present recommendations 
for joint action." 

They concluded the two gov- 
ernments should agree not to 
intervene in the Third World with 
direct military force, not to intro- 
duce proxy military forces or 
covert paramilitary forces, not to 
transfer a specified. list of soph- 
isticated weapons, and to limit 
military advisers. 

“What we are talking about 
essentially is changing our form 
of competition" from military 
conflict to political and economic 
spheres, said Arthur Macy Cox, a 


Managua says contras violated truce 


MANAGUA (AP) — The Sandi- offensive military operations 
nista government has charged March 21, the Defence Ministry 


that contra rebels based in Hon- 
duras used speedboats to attack a 
government military position, 
breaking a six-week-old cease- 
fire. 

The Foreign Ministry also 
alleged Thursday that a Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) op- 
eration based in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, was publishing fake docu- 
ments to tarnish the image of the 
Nicaraguan government. 

The allegations came as 42 
striking workers called an end to 
a 10-day fast in Managua after the 
government agreed to begin 
'negotiations Monday over salary 
increases, union leaders said. 

In its first bulletin since Sandi- 
nista and contra forces stopped 


said two contra speedboats based 
at a Honduran naval base in the 
Gulf pf Fonseca used machine-gun 
and rifle fire to attack a military 
position Wednesday “without 
obtaining results." 

Sandinista troops retaliated by 
firing cannon at the boats, the 
ministry said. It provided no 
further details on the incident. 

Government and contra repre- 
sentatives signed a cease-fire pact 
March 23, and a 60-day truce 
began April 1. In two rounds of 
negotiations held in Managua, 
the two sides since have been 
unable to conclude a definitive 
cease-fire to the civil war. 

Alejandro Bendanda. secret- 
ary-general of the Foreign Minis- 


try, told a news conference 
Thursday the Interior Ministry 
had discoverd a clandestine CIA 
documents centre in San Jose, the 
Costa Rican capital. 

The Nicaraguan diplomat said 
at least eight false documents 
have surfaced recently. He said 
the papers sought to discredit the 
Sandinista government. 

He said the United States was 
sponsoring the publishing opera- 
tion in an effort “to prove nego- 
tiations have not produced re- 
sults." 

On Thursday afternoon, offi- 
cials of the General Workers 
Confederation declared the 10- 
day hunger strike at federation 
headquarters in Managua a suc- 
cess. 


former State Department and 
Central Intelligence Agency offi- 
cial who headed the American 
delegation. 

Georgi Arbatov, head of the 
Soviet delegation and an adviser 
to Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, said of the report: “In my 
opinion, it could be an agenda for 
veiy serious dialogue and very 
serious derision.'’ 

History has proven “the Third 
World mil be neither yours nor 
ours,” he said. 

The conclusions do not coin- 
cide completely with current 
Soviet policies but come close in 
many ways to what has been 
proposed, he added. 

The U.S. delegation, which in- 
cluded former 'Under-Secretary 
of State William Ball and former 
U.S. intelligence chief William 
Colby, said the White House and 
State Department bad been 
briefed on their activities. 

For more than 25 years the 
Soviet Union has asserted its in- 
tention to support national libera- 
tion forces throughout the Third 
World, including Ethiopia, Kam- 
puchea and Afghanistan. 

The United States has long 
claimed the right to block the 
emergence of Marxist-Leninist 
regimes. Under President 
Reagan it has gone even further, 
providing nrilrtaiy aid to anti- 
communist rebels seeking to 
overthrow leftist governments in 
Nicaragua, Angola ■ and Afgha- 
nistan. 

The U.S.-Soviet experts said 
two major military actions m par- 
ticular — the Soviet involvement 
in Afghanistan and U.S. involve- 
ment in Vietnam — had been 
“gross failures.” 

“We believe that military in- 
tervention by the superpowers in 
regional conflicts has reached a 
dangerous dead end and should 
be terminated by mutual agree- 
ment.’’ the report said. 


U.S. immigration amnesty expected to cover two million 


NEW YORK (AP) — The na- 
tion's 107 immigration offices 
dosed their doors Thursday to 
a once-in-a-liferime offer of 
amnesty for millions of illegal 
immigrants after processing 
tens of thousands on the final 
day of the yearlong prog- 
ramme. 

Aliens who beat the midnight 
deadline exchanged hugs and 
kisses and waved American 
flags in Los Angeles. Immigra- 
tion and Naturalisation Sendee 
(INS) employees in Houston 
popped open champagne bot- 
tles as the final applicants 
walked out the door. In Chica- 
go. workers waved a flag and 
burst a balloon at midnight. 

“Thank God, this irf a bles- 
sing. We have come so far and 
from so much suffering," said 
Rosa Pineda, a Guatemalan 
who applied at a New Mexico 
office. 

In Honolulu, commercial 
fisherman Sione Feiloakitau 
partied with native dancers and 
immigration officials after be- 
coming the last person in the 


United States to apply before 
the deadline. 

"No words can express my 
appreciation and my happiness 
at this time," said Feiloakitau, 
42, who moved to Hawaii in 
1979 from the South Pacific 
nation of Tonga. “This is some- 
thing I have hoped for a long 
time." 

“As they say, better late than 
never." said Mark Everson, an 
INS deputy commissioner from 
Washington who presented 
Feiloakitau with a tiny Statue of 
Liberty Replica. 

As of Tuesday. 1.4 million 
people filed applications 
nationwide, and 475,000 people 
were seeking legal status under 
a separate programme for sea- 
sonal agricultural workers, the 
INS said. The deadline for that 
programme is Nov. 30. There 
were no figures available yet for 
Wednesday. 

“At this time, it appears we 
will break two million" for the 
combined programmes. INS 
spokesman Greg Leo said in 
Washington D.C. 


Most of the applications were 
received in the western United 
Stales, where 1.3 million peo- 
ple have applied for amnesty 
under the two government 
programmes. The region is 
comprised of California, Neva- 
da. Arizona, Hawaii and 
Guam. 

Illegal aliens who have lived 
in the United States con- 
tinuously since before Jan. 1. 
1982. were eligible for tempor- 
ary residency and amnesty from 
deportation under the program- 
me. They must apply for 
permanent residency with 18 
months and ran eventually app- 
ly for citizenship. 

Rogelio Curriel. 23, of Jalis- 
co, Mexico, was among the last 
of the more than 68.000 people 
to apply in Los Angeles 
Wednesday. 

Asked why he waited so 
long, Curriel said, “I don’t 
know, but 1 did." 

Lucky fews 

The doors dosed at the office 
in Hialeah. Florida, at two mi- 


nutes past midnight, but three 
minutes later, Manuel Pico, a 
Colombian, and his wife, San- 
dra, were allowed in. 

“We were home, we saw the. 
news, I told him let’s go for it." 
said Mrs. Pico, out of breath. 

The couple ran red lights to 
get to the office on time, said 
Mrs. Pico, who is a U.S. 
citizen. 

INS employees cheered as 
Rosa Lopez walked into the 
Houston centre at midnight. 

Ms. Lopez. 62. said she 
didn't file her application soon- 
er because she didn't have 
enough money. She still only 
had 540 in cash when she pre- 
sented her application, but the 
INS granted her a 60-day exten- 
sion to pay the remaining 5145. 

In New York, applicants 
were allowed to enter the INS 
office up to an hour past the 
deadline, said James A. Jasey, 
deputy district director of- lega- 
lisation in the metropolitan 
area. 

“I stopped the clock," Jasey 
said, smiling. "They’re going 


upstairs.” 

Carmen Siguenza. 28. of 
Ecuador, was not so lucky. She 
was in a bewildered group ot six 
who were turned away shortly 
after midnight at an INS office 
in Chicago, where 9,29 9 illegal 
aliens registered Wednesday. 

Now. she said, she might 
have to return to Ecuador, 
where her husband and two 
sons still five. 

“I'm scared I can’t work.” 
she said. 

But the guard at the office 
door told the group. “Sorry, 
you’re too late. You had *a 
whole year.” 

An exception to the amnesty 
deadline was mandated in New 
York state Wednesday by a 
U.S. appeals court, which ex- 
tended it for some aliens until 
at least May 16 because of 
initial confusion about the 
programme's application to pa- 
rents of U.S.-born children on 
welfare. They were, first ruled 
ineligible, then * eligible for 
amnesty, and the state has been 
seeking a 60-day extension. 







j Grumpy grouse gives 
s Swedish police 
» headache 

\ STOCKHOLM (R) — A grump 
) male grouse attacked so mam 
people in an eastern Swedish 
i village that police were called ir 
^ to move it. but the bird turned it 
» temper on them and they beat £ 
retreat. The police eventually 
threw a blanket over the bird, sr 

- capercaillie, a type of grouse, ancL 
• drove it 20 kilometres from Sikh- 

1 jalma to give its residents some 
> peace. But it came back withinL 
i three days and attacked anyone 
t who went outdoors. Now game 
officials have been called in to 

- move it for into the countryside^ 

There, they hope, an abundance: 
of capercaillie hens may blunt its : 
anger. | 

| Dispute flares over 
r Ludovisi throne 

■ ROME (R) — A controversy, 1 
raging among Italian academics; 1 
about the authenticity of a sup- 
posed classical Greek master- i 
piece was fuelled Thursday when ; 
an American art dealer said an 
ultra-violet test had proved it was " 
a modem fake. Jerome M. Eisen- - 
berg, an art dealer and historian, ‘ 
told the weekly L'Europeo maga- 
zine that he had personally car- 
ried out a test on the Ludovisi 
throne in the National Roman 
Museum in the early 1970s, using 
’ a portable ultra-violet machine. 
But Culture Minister Vincenza 
Bono Parrino and another expert 
immediately rejected the claim, 
saying such tests were unreliable 
because they did not take account 
of modern restoration on the 
marble surface of the throne. 

‘Perestroika’ 

excludes 

permissiveness i 

MOSCOW (R) — The bead of 
the Soviet state cinema authority 
has called on film directors to 
show restraint in depicting sex, 
saying permissiveness was not 
part of Kremlin reforms. Goskino 
Chairman Alexander KamshaJov 
..wrote in the latest edition of the 
bi-monthly Sovietsky Ekran fol- 
lowing the release of several 
mildly erotic films which he said 
had provoked complaints from 
the public. He said that films 
showing “intimate episodes" and 
drinking scenes threatened the 
aesthetic standards of the cinema 
and the moral health of viewers. 
“Permissiveness has nothing in 
common with ’perestroika’ 
(Kremlin reforms) and can only 
compromise its ideas in the 
' sphere of art," KamshaJov said in 
a letter to the magazine. 

Japan’s most i 

expensive movie 
screened 

PEKING (AP) — Several 
thousand Japanese and Chinese 
attended a special screening 
Thursday of “Dunhuang," an his- 
torical drama set in the deserts of 
northwest China that is believed 
to be the most expensive 
Japanese movie ever made. The 
joint Sino-Japanese production, 
filmed on location in the desert 
around the ancient Silk Road city 
of Dunhuang, cost approximately 
54.5 billion yuan (536 million), 
with the Japanese side paying 
most of the expenses. The film, 
depicting the adventures of a 
young scholar-soldier during the b 
northern Song Dynasty (960- * 
1227), is based on a 1959 novel by 
well-known Japanese writer 
Yasushi Inoue. Tnoue attended 
the screening with Japan's inter- 
national trade and industry minis- 
ter, Hajime Tamura, and China’s 
culture minister. Wang Meng. 

Ban called for on 
ivory purchases 

GENEVA (R) — The Worl- 
dwide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
Thursday called on governments 
to ban imports of a huge cache of 
ivory recently discovered in 
Bnrundi. The Swiss-based WWF. 
formerly the World Wildlife 
Fund, applauded a decision last 
week by the U.S. Fish and Wild- t 
life Service to forbid illegal ivory 
imports from Burundi, in Central 
Africa. “It is imperative that all 
nations join together in prohibit- 
ing the purchase of this contra- 
band ivory by their citizens”’ 
WWF projects manager John 
Hanks said in a statement. “Only 
concerted action can crush the 
illegal middleman and save the 
elephant." Burundi, which has no 
elephants, used ro be a major 
depot for illegal ivory trade arid 
had directly contributed to the 
drastic decline in elephant i 
populations' in neighbouring 
countries. Last November it ban- 
ned ivory imports, but three trad- 
ers there still hold 16,437 
elephant tusks weighing 87 ton- 
nes brought in before November. 
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